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F Had ſome thoughts to make here . an 
"RL Appology for my Self and Book, by 
way- of Introdufion, to ſet forth its Ex- 
cellency and Uſe, and to fortify againſt Ob- 
jettions, but forbare it, referring you to on= 
ly the Title-Page and Bock, to work, its 
own Effefts, without addition of my own 
little Strength ; for 1 am ſenſible, that the - 
Battel i not to the Strong, nor the Race 
to the Swift, and that I am, by this 
Attempt, Circumſtantiated as the Mar- 
riner that 1s ſetting Sail , knowing not 
what would befal him in his Voyage, 4 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


whether good or bad, tho be hath a good 
Ship, and well furniſhed; yer thus 1 
know , 'that the MManufature I am here 
laden with, being the Work of the eter- 
nal Omnipotent Spirit, that gave all 
Creatures Being, us eſſentially ſo good, 
that it can take no real damage; and 
alſo, that I am not. the firſt that have 
ventured upon many Waters ( the Peo- 
ple ) with ſuch a Cargo; and ſo I leave 
the Event to him that loved me, and 


Rules all things, and gives no ascount 
of bs Matters : 


Borrough, Lon- 
don, 1700. 


Charles Doe. 
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An Account of the 


| Work of GRACE 


UPON 
W1ll. Devenport of London. 


Written by him, and Given to me 
March 1698. 


T pleaſed God TI was Born of Parents that 
were very ſtri& for the Church of England, 

' and I received a ftri& Education under them, 
and eſpecially a great Charge to continue in 

that way I had been brought up iv; which I 
have done fo ſtrialy, till within theſe three 
Months, that I never went to.any other Afembly 
whatſoever, unleſs it were to Scoff and Redicule 
them: My Maſter, where I was put Apprentice, 
would ſee that we went to Church on Lord's days, 
but never took any farther care of our Souls, nei- 
ther what Benefits we reap'd there, nor how we 
ſpent the reſt of our time; and having a very wic- 
ked Fellow Apprentice, through his Example, my 


"own Corruptions and the Devil's Suggeſtions, T 


immediately arrived at that degree of Wicked- 
neſs, for Swearing, Lying, Sabbath-breaking, and 
2'/l manner of filthy and frothy Diſcourſe, that IT 
think few of my Age exceeded me, and had not 

A3 . the 
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(2) 
the reſtraining Grace of God laid hold on me, this 
Courſe had ſoon ended in efernal Flames, for I 
was'indeed ripe for Deftru&ion; © but the Great 
and Good God, Bleffed for ever be his moſt Holy 


Name for it, 'fpared me. in rey) for at that 
Ys 


time there was a Leure ſet up ju and I went 
there, and hewas a ſhewing the dreadful State of 
the Wicked at the Great day of Judgment, which 
did ſo awaken Conſcience within me, that I 
thought my ſelf as really Condemn'd, as if Sen- 
teice had been already pafs'd upon me, nay, in- 
deed I was affraid to 'go out of Church, for I 
thought the Devil had received his Commiſſion 
to fetch mie away, and oh the Horror that then my 
Soul was in, crying out in the bitterneſs of ' my 
Soul, 0h if God would but ſpare me this night, what 
a new Creature would T become 2 So F run home, ex- 
pefting, every Step I took, to. be thrown down 
to Hell. Ke 

- 2; When I came nome,l betaok my ſelf to = 
ing and Praymg,. and begg'd of ſeveral, that wege 
ſober tn the Family, that if ever they heard me 
Swear again, that they would take the next thing 


| they laid their Hands on, and beat me as much as 


they conld, for I had rather be a Cripple here, 
than to livein Hell for ever. | 

3. And this Convittion did not leave me, till it 
had-brought me ſo, that I would ſpeak to no Bady 
farther than my Bufrneſs or Duty required, for 
fear I ſhould take the Lord's Name 1n vain; and fo 
Lcontinued for the ſpace of three Years, till I grew 
pretty big, 2nd: began to keep Company, and then 
F began: to: take more Liberty, but ſdill kept cloſe 
to. the Church aad the Ordinance of the Blefſed 
Sapperz-.and becauſe.I did not Swear, nor live a 
Profane Life,.1 thought all was well, tho' no other 
bottom for wyHppes than the greateſt of my Sins, 
Fever trifting ty'my own vile Performances.) 


But 
"* 
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and conſidering of my Eſtate, me thoughts L ſaw 
b Cob- 


_Iny ſelf, _. 7\ 45 28 a” 

$. I would nat be tediaus, and therefore ſhall 
paſs over many of the gracious and wonderful 
Providences of God, and come tothe thing chief- 
ly intended, which is, to ſhew how the Lord o- 
pened my blind Eyes, and did not only ſhew me, 
but I hope I can ſay, gave me an Intereſt in that. 
one thing needful, even the Merits of my Bleffed 
Redeemer. 

6.' For ſo it was, I Lodging in a Perſon's Houſe, 
who had newly embrac'd the Dottrige of Free 
Grace, ſhe would be often ſpeaking to me of it, 
but finding it ineffeQtual, ſhe brings athers to 
diſcoutſe me, and one of them, whoſe' Heart the 
Lord ſtirred up, began to diſcourſe concerning 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and Juſtification - 
thereby, : but I told her this was a Doftrine T could 
not agree to, for I did not think Chriſt came into 
the World to eſtabliſh ſuch a flothful . Religion, 
as for us to truſt wholly upon what he had done, 
therefore for my part, I defired- to be found at 
"the laſt day in my own Works done in his Name 3 
and ſo we parted for that time- NE ts 

7. But the good and gracious God, who had 
thoughts of Mercy towards me, whilft"I was thus 
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| (4) 
10 Rebellion againſt him, again ſtirr'd up his Ser- 
vant, to defire ſome farther ' diſcourſe with me, 
which I was very backward to, .but at laſt con- 
ſented with this Reſolution in my ſelf, to oppoſe 
whatever ſhe ſhould ſay, be it nevet fo agreeable 
to the word of Truth, (and only for this Reaſon, 
becauſe ſhe was a Diſſenter) which I did for, a 
long time, till I found ſomething in the midſt of 
Perverſneſs touch mie, as it were, from above, and 


 faid, It is me'that thou reſifteft 5- and from that 


moment' my Heatt and Thoughts was changed, and 
I was made to attend to her Words, as immediate- 
Iy ſent from the Lord to me. | | 
3. And as ſhe was ſhewing how long ſhe had 
depended . upon her Works, before ſhe was 
brought to Chriſt, and was then made to throw 
them all away, and come empty to him; T ſee it 
plain to be my Caſe, for I had not 'yet. received 
Chriſt, and what would I not'then give, that this 
through Change was wrought-in me? methought, 
as ſhe was a ſetting forth the Safety and Happineſs 
of a Soul as could venture it ſelf alone upon Chriſt, 
T began to ſee ſomething of an Excellency in him, 
which I never ſaiv before, and'my. Heart began to 
pant and long after him. © 
' 9. And when I came home to my private Duty, 
my old way and manner was quite loſt, for I couid 
ſay nothing but Chriſt, nay,'I feit I wanted no- 
thing elſe but him, and my want of him was ſo 
great, that I'durſt 'not go to Sleep without him ; 
and ſo cry d out in the extremity of my Soul, for 
the want of a Saviour Chriſt; and whilſt I was 
thus a longing and thirſting after him, it fell with 
weight upon my Spirits, how I had {lighted and 


' condemn'd him and his Righteouſneſs, which bred 


ſuch. a dread and horror on my Soul, that I could 
not tell where td look, nor whether to tiy for 
Succour, my Duties which T had put ſuch _ 
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ence in, they brought Guilt ta my Soul, becauſe 
.had ſet them up in the room of my Saviour, God 
himſelf lookt' with Anger and Indignation upon 
me, for Tranſgreffing his moſt Holy Laws, I durſt 
not look to Chriſt, © hecauſe I had lighted aud 
contemn'd him. © - 
Io. And whilſt I was thus in Deſpair, and could. 
ſee no Hope, the eyer Bleffed ſent his Holy Spirit,. 
and bid me not be diſcourag'd nor caſt dawn in. 
my Soul, for I ſhould yet be made to praiſe him, , 
who was the Health of my Countenance, and my. 
God, but I refuſed, as much as 1a me lay the, 
Comfort thereof, ſtill- crying out, There was n3 
Comfort for me without Chriſt, whereupoa [| 1mme- 
diately felt my Saviour himſelf to be given: into. 
my Soul, and came with theſe Words, 5 Beloued 
is mine, and I am hu, | | 

+ IT. But Oh the Rapture that my Saul was in, 
no Tongue can expreſs nor Pen relate, my own. 
Praiſes was too little,' for I wanted all the Crea-. 
tures of Gvd to join with, in Pratſes to lis moſt 
Haly Name, for this unparalelld Gift which he 
had beſtowed upon me. 
I 2. The next Lord's day being to partake of the 
Lord's Supper, | was made to ſee that I w:s accep- 
ted there, only for having on the Wediug Gar- 

ment, which did not confift in forms of: Prayer, 
ſo that I was made to lay them aſide, and betake 
my ſelf alone to Chriſt, for the Afiſtance of his 
Spirit, which I truſt Thad, for I was there made 
to ſee my original Guilt, which before I thought 
I had nothing to do withali, and my Righteouſs 
Self was again1aid before me, which gave me freſh 
cauſe of Sclf-abhorrence, and to cry out, Lad if” 
rhou wilt betreth me to thy ſelf, thou mujt Kanſ1me 
me from no leſs than rhe Curſe of the Law and Domie 
niom of Sin; and in hopes thereof apply'd my felt 
uato him, (which by me [ truſt 15 never to be for- 
gotten) 


'C6) 


_ gotten) what was at that time given down through 


Faith into my Soul, how that I flood frecly juſti- 


fied, a full Satisfa@tion being given by my Savi- 


our, I was made then to fee the near Ulgion I 
ſhood tn to the Father and to the Soo. | 

14- And that though I might loſe the ſweet 
Communion, which then I enjoy d with my Hea- 
venly Father; yet that my Umon was firm and 
unmoveable, for his Covenant ſtood ſure, where- 
of he had given me. the Seal, and that now [ 
ſhould be delivered-from the Power and Domini- 
on of Sin, which had ſo long Tyranized over me, 
nd that I ſhould be made to Glorify him with 
my Soul and Body, which were ts, and that I 
was one of his Sheep, which no one, no not all 
the Powers of Darkneſs, ſhould ever be able to 
pluck out of his hands. 

15. And what ſoy this braught to my Soul, I 
will ſeave to the Judgment of all true Belicvers, 
that ſhall hear it, for now the Spirit of Bondage 
was wholly taken away, and the Spirit 'vf Adop- 
tion placed in its roomy and now the Enemy 
ſtirs ap all Inſtruments, both within and without, 
toRob me of my Comfort. 

16, For Carnal Reaſon, that ſent me to Hu- 
mane Learning, for Inſtrution, and going to ſe- 
veral Divines, they ſtill ſent me to my Works a- 
gain, withoutany thing of Chriſt, but God's Mer- 
cy being over all his Works, followed me with 
theſe Words, He that will be my Diſciple, muſt deny 
bimfelf, and take up his Croſs and follow me, and 
thoſe of the Apoſtle's, Not I, but Chrift that 


dwelfeth in me, which did wonderfully keep me 


with the Spouſe, leaning on wy Beloved. 
17. It fo happened, going. to Church next 


Lord's day after, for I was loft to ſeave it, heard- 


one that bears a great Name, Preaching on Par- 
don of Sin, ſaid, We. pray for if, and only expe it 
on 
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an our new Obedience, which if we fail in, our Pardon 


"> 


is loft, and our Sins return upon 14 again. 


18. Theſe words being ſpoke, I was filled with 


Joy and Sorrow, Joy becauſe I was made to lay © 


my Help upon one that 1s Mighty, and able to 
Save to the utfermoft; and Sorrow, becauſe I ſaw 


It was the Blind leading the Blind in by Paths of 


their own, and not 1g the way of God's appoint- 
ment. | 
I9, So I came away preſently, begging of God 
to dire@ me to a Faithful Paſtor, and being pro- 
videntially brought to hearing in this place, aud 
heard, that no Man, in what State ſoever, could 
eſtabliſh a juſtifying Righteouſneſs ofhis own, but 
he muſt have it it another 3 and that Chrift-was 
every way ſuitable, and alone able to bear this 
reat Character of, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, and 
ing invited to take of this Fountain of Life free- 
Iy, and to buy Milk and Honey without Money 
"or without Price, T found it ſo ſet home by the 
Spirit of God, that it was Comfort and through 


. Grace, ſtill is more and more Life unto my Soul, 


and that it is the true fincere Milk of his Word, 
that God gave his Children to grow by. 
20. And ſo I have given you a ſmall broken 
Account of the beginning of the Light that is 
ſprung up in my Soul, wherein\I have cut ſhort 
and reſtrain'd the Liberal Hand of my Heavenly 
Father; for I muſt fay he has dealt bountifuily 
with me, he hath taken we into his Banqueting- 
Houſe, and his Banner over me hath been Love ; 
therefore I defire that Prajſes way be given to his 
Holy Name, not according to my weak Relation 
of his Grace, that he hath beftowed upon me, but 
according to-the Riches of his Grace that he hath 
| hid up in Chriſt Jeſus, for all that love and fear 
his Name. - 
21, And I defire, that I may be upon your 
— | Hearts ' 


(8) 
Hearts before the Lord, that I may be led farther 
3nto the eternal and unchangeable Love of God, 
which paſſeth Knowledge, ſo that I may praiſe it 
above all things, and thereby be conſtrain'd .to 
live in ſome meaſure anſwerable to it, even to the 
praiſe of his Grace all the days of my Life. 


Meaning the 22.T am abundantly ſatisfied of 
Diſſenting your, Church Order and Diſcipline, 


Congregatio- finding it to be agreeable to my . * 


nal Church. Lord's and his Diſciples appointment, 

that the Church ſhould have the 
Keys in its own keeping, and look upon it as an 
Honour to be a Member of his viſible Body here 
on Earth, and an extraordinary Priviledge in as 
much as Gvd hath made ſuch Jarge Promiſes of 
his Love to, and Care of his Churches. 

23. And finding a Spiritual Appetite in my 
Soul, I defircd to- partake of the Blefſed Ordi- 
nance, which does folively repreſent the Bread of 
Life, that Nouriſheth eternal Life. 

24. And theſe are a few of the Reaſons that 
makes me deſire to be admitted into Communion 
with you, though very unworthy as to my ſelf, 
but the Gpace of God 1s ſufficient for all that tru- 
ly rely upon it 3 and fo I humbly truſt it ſhall be 
for me an unworthy Shrub, 


William Dewvenport. 
He mas Baptized (or Dipt) and\ admitted a Member.” 


Pe 1s gone Triumphantly to Glorp. 


The 


An ACCOUNT 


OF 1 H£t 


Work of GRACE 
UPON 


about Eighteen Tears of Age, whoſe Name 

T here omit, becauſe he defired it, for whom 

1 Charles Doe teſtify, that a Church of Chriſt 
is very much ſatisfied with his Experience. he gave 
them about a Tear ſince, and with his now- growth, 
the following Account he gave me in Writing at my dee 
fare, for to be Printed. 


; / Young Man, an Apprentice, ( London.) of 


I. T Was Born of Believing Parents in the Coun- | 

try, they ſtrove what in them lay to give me 
good Advice to live ſoberly, but I being addited 
to keep Company with Yolthsof the Town, I gave 
no heed to their Advice; and then the Providence 
of God called me to School four Miles from 
| whence 


(10 ) 

whence I livid with my Parents, and there 1 
Jearn'd to be abominable Wicked and Rude and 
when I had been there ſome time, I went home to 
my Friends agar, and when they ſaw how abo- 
minable Rude I was, they told me, that: they 
would turn over a new leaf with me, and forc'd 
me, as it were, to go to the Meeting z but when 
I came home at might, oh how would I wiſh that 
my Parents were but Church Folks, or thoſe that 
let their Children do what they would, as Play, 
and do all manner of Vice on the Sabbath day, and 
on Faſt days. 

2. But this did not continue long upon me, for 
ſitting under the Preachirg of the Word, I had 
many Conviftions, that I was a great Sinner, and 
my Sin ſtar'd me in the Face, and my Conſcience 
accuſed me, ſo that I was affraid I was loſt for 
ever, This was when I was about twelve Years of 
Ape. 

- And I had dreadful Dreams, thinking the 
day of Judgment was come, but I was not ready 
for it, I thought 1 ſaw the'Stars drop from Heaven, 
the Sun turnd into Sack-cloth of Hair, and the 
Moon into Blood 3 I thought I ſaw the Earth- 
quake, atdl clove aſunder, the Clouds Rack at an 
unuſual rate 3 and then I thought I ſaw the Judge 
come in flaming Fire 3 which fight did ſo amaze 
me, that I being ſo affrighted, 1 awoke, and was 
affraid to go to Sleep again. 

4. Aﬀter this time I was affraid to. go an 
where in the night, - for fear of the Devil, a 
then I took greac delight in reading and hearing 
the Word of God; ſo that as I was negleRing 
before, I was now as diligent as might be, that 
if my Relations had occaſion for we to ſtay at 
Dome, I would not, and if it Rain'd, or Snow'd 
never ſo hard, T' would go thro' it all, it beiog 
commonly two Miſes, 
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s. 1 was one day-in-a dangerous Condition 
hanging by the Bough of a great high Tree, with 
my Arms at length, and my Body hanging down, 
and could not get any hold with my Feet; I hu 
ſo ſome time, till my hold with my Hands was j 
gone, there being utder me dreadful Shrubs, that 
would haye beat me all to pieces ; ſo being juſt a 
falling, Icry'dout, Lord have Mercy upon me, with 
2 great Struggle, being almoſt ſpent, and fo with 
my Foot catch'd hold vf a Bough, and taking 
Breath, recovered my ſelf; when I came down I 
faid to one of my Companions, Now at this very 
inflant we are in as great danger of dropping into Hel 
for ever, as I was of dropping to the Ground, * 
_ ' 6, So this paſsd on, and I was glad that Ieſ- 

cap'd ſo:great a danger 3 but I turn'd the Mercy 
of the Lord into Wantonneſs, and glorying ia 
what an At I had done, defiring my Elder Bro- 
ther to do the like. —* 

7. Aﬀter this it pleaſed God to caſt the Book of 
Fohn Bunyan into my Hands, called, The Groans of 
tbe Damn'd, which did much tercify me in his ſay- 
10g, That the a Soul were in Hell ten thouſand times. 
ten thouſand years, he would be never the nearer the 
coming out than he would be the firſt day that be went 
in, becauſeit is for Eternity. , "HP 

8. This made me tremble at the Thoughts of it, 
which made me more careful. of my talk, till $ 
thought I pleaſed God- very well; the Preacber 
ſaying one day, That if we come for the love of Fe- 
ſus in the wet and cold, we ſhould not loſe our Labour 
of Love, and ſo truly I thought, that I did jt out 
d wn when I did it for the Salvation of my 

ul. Wo ; 

9.' And truly the thoughts of Heavenly things 
caught me almoſt out of my ſelf, and I was very 
much ſearching the Scriptures, where I A 
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words of our Lord, fatch and Pray; left you ehiter 


into Temptation. , 
Io. So truly I thought i1t-was the Duty of every 
good Chriſtian to pray, and therefote I pray'd, 


but it was out of ſome Prayers that I tovk-out of 


the Praice of Pjzry, d' book fo called. | 
11. Bit now haviog a Mind exaſperated againſt 


the Church of Enzland, and knowing that they ' 


pray'd by 2 Form; I would pray ſono longer z, and 
1earing one ſay one day, That if there was no 


 Preachins at the Meetinz, he would goto the Church 


of England and I made anfwer within my' ſelf, 

at befare that I would go to the Church of England, 
T would Die a thuuſand Deaths, known by the ſearch 
of the Striptares, that they ſet up Worſhip 
which Ged - nevcr appointed, but that Scripture 
following me ſo, Watch and Pray, that you enter 
not into Temptation. | 

"12. Soone Sabbath day I broke my mind tomy 
Companion in theſe words, IT ſee that it becomes us 
to be found in the Nuty of Prayer, to which he con- 
ſented, and ſo I told him what I had met with, 
and he told me, that he had been alſo concerned, 
how to g<t to Heaven, ſo I told him, that it. was 


my mind that we did jointly agfee toſet our Hands 


to a Paper, whictr I had written to that intent; 
which was to meet together in Prayct every. Sah- 
bath day and Wednetday, which we did in the 
Fields, and 1n'the Hedges and Ditches 5 and when 
T had trzet with any thing at home from my Pa- 
rents, I would keep it upon my mind till the time 
appointed, and then I would ſpread it before the 
Lord, and leave it there, and come away ſo con- 


tentedly, that we went on for ſume time; ſothat/ 


there was another Boy that deſired to go along 
with us, which he did, and God had given us 2 


great Gifr in Prayef, that he lik'd us very well, 


and defired to go along with us, which we _ 
| egg 
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Prayers made among us, 'but Rudeneſs by another 
B 


. - 
ed, and ſohe joined his Hand to do the like with 
us3 and we then met together in a place where 
there was a Moat all round us, and a little Wood 


in the middle, where we could meet and nobody - 


ſce'us, to which the laſt direted us, -and provi- 
ded a long Board to help us over the Water ; and 
ſo when we were in, we pulFd the Board to us, 
that no body could come to us, nor hear us. 

''I3. So there we continued for ſome time; and 
I ſpoke from theſe words, Watch and Pray, left you 
enter into Temptation ;, to whom I ſhewed the great 
Duty of Prayer, and they liked it very well. 


-- I4- But notlong after the laft that ſet his Hand - 


to the Paperg\ was in ſome Company, and we be- 
Ing by, heard him take the Lord's Name in vain, 
and ſome other things too long here to relate; 
for which we croſs'd his Name out, and ſentenc'd 
him with theſe words, Demas hath forſaken us, 
having loved this preſent #orld. 

I;. Thus we wholly forſook his Company, at 
which he ſo much envyed us, that he told all the 
other Boys, and they made us their Laughing- 


ſtack, and watch'd us always whete we went; . 


nay, we were fo preciſe in our way, continuing 
ſtill in our Duty, that the Chriſtians themſelves 


took us to be Converted Perſons ; and then ſee. 


ng ſome Baptized, my Heart was wonderfully 
affected, and I wiſh'd that I was worthy to be 
paſſed under that Ordiaance, and I cry'd out to 


my Companion, Now we meet in Fields and Hedges, 


but 1 believe in time th? Lord will bringit about, that 
we ſhall meet tozether in Houſes; and I can ſay, then 
I heda great love for the People of God. 

16. At laſt the Pruvidence of God called' me to 


. London, where I came and left my Companion. i 


the Country, tho” rot alittle grieved to part with 
me, and coming into a Houſe where there was na 


gr 


I I nom 
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or two which dwelt in the Houſe, and I ſeei 

thoſe Examples, I ſoon forgot all that I' prof, 

before, and fcll into the ſame excefs of Rioting 
with them, and nbw. and then I thought, Lord, 
what will become of menow, alas T bave forſaken all 
that Comfort: which 1 had in Duty before, and now 
have taken up with the Sin that I formerly left behind 
me, as Playing, and all ſorts of Wantonneſs, but 


not without Convigtionz for when I had been 


Rude, or found Sin to break out upon me, -and 
when I went into the dark alone, then 1 thought 


the Devil wauld come' and pull me to picces while 


i was in ſuch @ place, but when I came to Com- 
pany again, it was.the ſame as it was before, Oh, 
{ wiſh'd I had ſuch Opportunities as I had in the 
Country! | 


17. And while I was ſothinking, there was one_ 


in the Houſe that went to the Meetings along 
with me, ſo I did as I had dcne before, writ a 
Paper, and fo he ſet his Hand to it, according to 
the former, but we ſoon broke our Promiſes, forwe 


qt: | | > EE, FR for broke it again; andthen I thought 


I added Sin to Sin, ſa we whoily broke off from 
all Duty, and liv'd ſome tirkfes as the Brute Beaſts 
for two Years3 and thea I had firong Conviction 
of Conſcience after this manner, What will you ne» 
wr return 2 will you g6 down. tothe Pit of Deſtrui- 
6n 2 'Well, thought I, it is time enouglr for me 
when'l am out of my Apprenticeſhip. 

13, .So Conſcience being lull d alleep again, I 
continued for two Months, and then heating out 
of the Country that my old Companion had for- 
ſook going t6 the Meetings at all, '1 was much con- 
c<ra'd, attd wrote a Letter to him, concerning his 
neglect. : 

19. & Week af:er this, T hearing that Sermon 
Preached, Comme, for all things are now ready, and 
there the Mhmniter fnewed what It was to come to 


Chriſt, 
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' Chriſt, and who were his Gueſts, the worſt of Sin- 


hers; and truly, while he was Preaching, I wiſh'd 


_ T knew whether to $9 to Chriſt, I thought it was 


beyond Sea, I would he was but. as fat, I would- 
have gone to him. 

20+ But when I, on ſecohd thoughts, toncei- 
ved him to be in Heaven, I tholight, who-could 
aſcend to fetch him down, and the Miniſter ſaid, 
it muſt be q coming by Faith and Believing, which- 
coming I was fo puzkd abolit-it, that I thought 1t + 
was nonſenſe, tho' I had heard of Faith, Greden- 
tial and Evangelical, ; yet/I did not know what 
Faith meant, for all my Duties that I performed. 

21, And being greatly ſtartled about.that Ser- 
mon, I was reſolved to ſee farther of it, yet not I, 
but a ſecret ifttwardinclination thereto,confidering 
the dreadful State that I was in, I reſolved to 
wait, to ſee what God would do for my Soul, 
then theſe words came ia my mind, Now 7s the 
acceptable time, now ts the day of Salvation z wheres 
upon the Devil came in upon me, Take the Plea- 
ſures of Whitſun-tide firſt, or 'ris time enough for 
you when you are Old; it being between Eafter and 
Woitſun-tide 10,1698. but thoſe words came again 
with great power, To day, if you will hear his Voice, 
harden not your Hearts as in the Provocationz then 
the Devil told me, 'twas becauſe I negle&ed my 
Duty, and was not-Bapiized. "2 

22. But being in great trouble of Soul, ſome- 


_ times I Cryed, ſometimes I Wiſhed, ſometimes'I 


Hoped, and my Sins laid hard upon me, . and how 
to get them off, I knew nct 3 ſome cenſured me 
to be deluded by the Devil, ſome thought one 
thing, and ſore another; there was a great 
Change wrought in my Converſation, ſo that £ 

was abuſed onevery fide. + | 
23+ Reading and Weeping once in 4 Book, a 
Man was ſaying, that there was a Man —_— up 
B 2 alive 
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came a Man tothim, and told him, if he was Bap= 
. tized he ſhould be Saved, upon which the Mar 
was taken down and Baptized, and then he deſi- 
red to Die. | l 
- 24+ Thos the Devil having run me upon that, 
I thought to be Baptized, was to come to Chriſt 
by fulfilling his Command. ue | 
25. Thus I was hurried for ſome time, till I 
EF had a Friendcome to'Town, to which I wrote a 
; Letter of my whole Mind, and the greateſt part 
| of the Letter was my : preſſing after Duties, and 
told him, that ſo long-as 1 was not Baptized, I 
| was in a State+of Condemnation, the Miniſter 
IT tid! me that it was not Baptiſm that would Save 
| 31 me, but Chriſt and'his Blood' muſt Save me, and 
BY "*-that 1 muſt not put any ſtreſs upon Baptiſm for 
Salvation. which word Salvation I did not under- 


NEW ” 
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not what-to do, but .he dire&ed me to plead the 
Blood of Chriſt, and ſo cry for Mercy ; and told 
me, that whereſoever the Spirit begun the Work, 
he would perfe& it, and told me he ſaw that the 
Spirit of God had been at work upon my Soul, 
"| T7; and I con:inued many days ſorely.under Temptati- 
if! 4} -- .ons and Conviftions. | Ky 

tf, 26. So this paſſed on; then I went to the Mi- 
1\ FWI niſter to which Fnow belong, and told him, that 
1004 I wanted to be Baptized, and to be joined to 
WH | che.Church, but he told me that belonged only to 
1's Believers, and asked me whither or no 1 was a Be- 


h 
1 4800 hever ? but I could nct ſay that I was Converted, 
af | | but was under Conviftions x and then he-told me 
be the Soul that Sinned fhould Die, and that -God 
won by no means clear the Guilty.: 
27. This made me tremble, for I ſaw that I 
was an abominable Sinner, and I could not tell 
* what to do, but I pleaded with God: for —_— 
. _— _ an 


i 


alive 'to be devoured by Dogs, and that there, 


ſtand; and then I'trembled and wept, and knew 


yur 08" to bas. þ I CI. 
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and . theſe words came in, Altho' your Sins be as 
Scarlet, F will mahe them as white as Snow ; tho' 


' your Sins be as Crimſon, I will mabe them as Wool. 


. 28. This ſomerhing reviv'd my Spirits, which 
were very low, but the Devil came in and told - 
me, Did I think that the Bloodl of Chriſt, that wa 
ſhed fo long ago, was ſufficient to'blot out my Sins ; 
but theſe words immediately came in, T am the 
ſame yeſterday,” to day, and for ever, . | 

_ 29. This recjayced my © Soul, and then'I could 
bleſs God for Chriſt, but this did not hold long, 
for the Devil came in with this Suggeſtion, That 
my Sins were too big to be pardoned; but the Lord 


came with thefe words, My Grace #s ſufficient for you. 


30, I did think it was an eaſy thing to believe, 
and that very day that I thought ſo, the Miniſter 


ſaid, That Soul that thwzht it an eaſy thing to been 


lieve, never believed yet; and traly I believe, that 
at that time I had not received Chriſt, but the 
Devil came in. and told me, 1was a Hepocrite, and 
that the Hypocrites Hope ſhould periſh. oP 

31. And all one night I apprehended my Soul 
a5 a Field, with all the Stones gathered out of it, 
but in an inſtant they were all caſt avout again 
ſo I thought my Sins had been pardoned, but that 
very minute they were caſt all about my Ears I 
was 1n a dreadful Conditicn. © * OO 

32. And now I ſte what curſed ways I was g1- 
ing to get to Heaven,-in building of Bybels, to 


- get to Heaven that way, and-not by Chriſt alone 


without us: Here I was made to lament my ſelf, 
and that tho' vile Harlots went into the Kingdom 
before the Hypocritesz here I was made to avhor 
wy ſelf, and repent in Duſt and Aſhes, and ſee 
my ſelf as black as Hell. © 
33- And whilſt I was thus bemoaning my ſelf, 
one day as1 wasgoing up Stairs, theſe words came. 
in with ſuch power apon my Soul, He that [aveth 
| , 4 | ' my 
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my Father and keepeth his Words, myFather will love 
bim,and we will come and take up our abnadwith him. 

34. This Scripture-made a forms leap within 
me for Jay, Q, I wanted the 
Angels, to help me to praiſe the Lord, theſe 
words were with me, He that comes unte me T will 
in no wiſe caft'out ; apd my Saul that very inſtant 
received Chriſt into it, and was made ta cry out 
with the Pſalmift, O magnify the Lord with me, and 
a us exal - Fang vos jon ans E beheld 

Faith, Chriſt firſt in-the Agony ſweat! reat 
y ark, of Blood, and that for my Sins ; Ka þ a E 
beheld him upan the Croſs hang bleeding for wy 
Iniquities. 

35. This melted my Sout within me, ta fee that 
my Sins ftruck the deepeſt Wound jp, Chriſt's 
Sou!, that/Scriptare came in upon me with its 
laftre, He his own ſelf bore all our Sins an his awn 


' Baoialy on the Tree, that we heing dead to Sin, might 


be made allve unto Righteouſneſs, far by bis Stripes 
are we healed; and then hearing a Diſcaurſe from 


thefe words, They ſhall look on him whom they bave - 


pierced, and mourn as ane for his only Squ, when they 
fee that he is paſſified towards them, 1 had not much 
movement under the word, 

36. But when I came home I (ct my ſelf down 
and conſidered the words that was ſpoken, and 
meditated upon them,I found ſo much abhorrence 
in my ſelf, with Tears of Joy, that it is unexpreſ- 
fible, I wiſhed I was to Iye in the Streets, that 
the Saints of Gad'might go over me, I wiſhed 1 
were to be made a Threſhold of ſome Meeting- 
houfe Door, that the Saints might tread upoa me, 

37. But when I went to Prayer, I went into- 
the Cellar, and the Devil would fo terrify me, 
telling me he would come to me, and fright me 
from wy Duty fooner than I would have gone, 
and whereſoever 1 went wg. the night alone he (0 


follow- 


onguesof Men and 
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followed me ; but I going agaia to the Miniſter, 
and told him ſome of theſe things, andſoI came 
before the Church, to give them an Account, and 
at that time it ſeemed fo little in my Eye, that 
I was aſhamed to ſpeak it, and the Devil told me, 
if I did go to the Table I ſhould not ſpcak; but 
howſoever I did go, and the Lord brought ſome 
gen my mind, that it was accepted by the 
qurch, | eg 
38. And«when I went to he Baptized, and juſt 
as I was paſſing under the Ordinance, thoſe 
Thoughts concerning E1/7ab came into my mind, 
That the Man that was laid into his Grawe, by the 
vertue of Elijah aroſe and ſtood up ; ſo I ſee that I 
was Buried with Chriſt, and by the vertue of 
Chriſt's Reſurretionl was raiſed !toNewneſs of Life. 
39. And 1, bleſſed be the Ged of Grace and 
Love, that very night received a greater meaſure 
of the Spirit from on High z for as I went about 
my Buſineſs, I had ſuch Mean and contemptible 
Thaughts of this World, that I knew not how to 
look 1ato it, it lovk'd ſo diſmal z and as I went 
about. my Buſineſs, I condemn'd every thing as 
*Tranſitory and nothing worth, my Soul was as it 
were out of my Body, admiring of Redeemi 
Love, I was caught up to the third  Reavens $ 
Contemplations, there being a riſen }ecſus. | 
40. The Devil not being idle to break my Come . 
fort and Conſolation, as I went to Pray that 
day in the Cellar, he told me, that if I went he 
would ſurely meet me there; at which my Fleſh 
ſhrunk, my Spirit ftood up, and puſh'd me for. 
wards, to fear him not,” as the Captain of my, 
Salvatioa being gone before me, having ſubdue 
all things under him, and broken the Head of the 
Devil. ' > Bo Fe 
41, With this I went, but with a trembling P 
hand, and when 1 was upon my hnees, Tape: 
IEnge. 


FP 


-— tisfaftion, mine, "and. I came away as Conqueror at 


(20) | 
hended that the Devil ſtood behind me, and Chriſt 
ſtood before 'me, and ſo with an audible Voice 
cryd out, O Satan, if thou haſt any thing againſt 
me, or to ſay to me, go to Chriſt, for be hath bought 
my Soul and Body. an - 

42. I had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, but 
the Devil fled; O who can tell what -nearneſs I 

ad to Chriſt, as my. own, his Blood and his Sa- 


that time, through him that loved me. - 

43+ So on the Sabbath daynext — being 
at the Supper of the Lord, there I beheld the 
Stripes on. Chriſt, that were done to me ; there I 
behe!d a broken Body, and that for me; there I 
beheld a Bleeding Jeſus, and that for me; and at 
the ſame time I beh-1d my Intereſt in them: 

44- Theſe Thoughts raviſhed my Soul; for 
when [ firſt was called, he oftentimes had me into 


his Banqueting-houſe, and his Banner over me was, 


Love. | | > j - 

45- But paſſing_on my Pilgrimage, the next 
thing I met with, was this, Satan told me, that 
there was nb God, no Heaven nor Hell, but I be- 
ing under the Ads of Faith, No Satan, ſaid I, is 
there no God ? -the Works of the Creation ſhews that 


there is a God, and as ſure as thert 15 a God, there 


is a Heaven, and as ſure as there is a Heaven, there 
is a Hell; and when I had thus anſwered him, I 
found him ſteal away, as Men do when they tly in 
Battel. = 

465. This puffed up my Heart with Pride, that 
T thought it was my wiſe anſwer that made him 
fly, and not the Power of Chriſt alone; and this 
gave him ſuch an advantage, that at night going 


to Bed, I found a panting Fear ſeize upon me, fo - 
. that I found the Enemy approach nearer and 


nearer, and as I ſuſpefted he deſired to have tory 
me to pieces, I thought I perceived the Chamber 
ep Me” Dgar 
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Door- open, and being all atone,: T had a good 
mind to have run for - it, but between Hope and 


Fear, I put up a ſmall Ejaculation in the ſenſe of 


my own Weakneſs. 


*47. And when I debaſed and laid my ſelf low, > \ 
I found ſuch an income of the'Spirit, that my 


feeble Knees were -ſtrengthened, and--in 'the 
Strength of Chriſt I bid him defiance,” and told 


him he could as ſoon pull Chriſt out of Heaven "| 


pull me to pieces. AY 
48. This made him fly from me again as con- 
quered, which oauſed great Joy 'in-my Soul, with 


a watch to my Heart, to ſee whether [ exalted 


Chriſt or my ſelf, but-Chriſt was exalted, .and my 
Soul made ſtrong in its moſt Holy Faith; but I 
appeared as a Ship in the midſt of a troubleſome 
Sea, and could not conſequently have any ſolid 
Hope, but toffed too and fro, ſometimes I had 
Joy, and then in'leſs than a quarter of an houfs 
{ſpace 1 ſhould be caſt-down, ſuppoſing all but 
meer Fancies,and that-I ſhould be deceived at lait. 


49. Thus I went on for ſometime, and going . 


to an Experience one night,: I thought I was in a 
very good Frame $ but when I came there, being 
asked to declare the Dealings of God with _my 
Soul,” I was very backward to-perform-it, and de- 


nicd to ſpeak any thing, but at- laſt thefe, words, 
came in, He that denys me before Men, him will I 


deny before my Father and all his Holy Angels. 

$0. This came with ſuch power upon my Soul, 
that it made me tremble, and ſo I began to declare, 
but had-no ſooner ſpoke a dozen words of my Ex- 
perience, but the Devil ſet upon 1ne 1n ſuch 2 
manner, that I cannot expreſs it, with theſe 
words, Cut it down, why cumbereth 1t the ground ? 
ſ2 that I ceas'd to declare any farther, and one of 
the good Company asking-me how I did ? 0, faid 


I, I am but as a Cumberer, ' © 
| 51. 39 
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$x. Sh when I werit out of the Meeting, asT 
was going into the Street,theDevil told me,'Fwas 
my incumbeat Duty to make my jeif away, for was it 
not wricten in the Word of God, Cut it down, 
and, ſaid he, you are but a Cumberer ; and my Soul 
being in ao Agony, I knew not what to anſwer, 
and I thought indeed, that'I-was. nothing-hut.a 
whited Sepuicher, and thought I had as good go 
to Hell at firft as at laft, whereby I reply'd, where- 
with ſhall I perform this 4? and he told me I had 
a Knife in my Pocket, and putting my Hand itito 
my Pocket for my Knife, I fqurd a piece of a 
Line, and i puiled it out, and made a Nooſe of it, 
and fitted ic tommy Neck, and all the way down 
the Street T looked for a place convenient for the 
purpoſle'to Execute ws ſclf. 7 

$52. And having at laft caſt my Eye on a place 
convenient, I put forth my Hand to perform the 
Aft, but as the Lord would have it, theſe words 
droppcd upon my Mind, Shall I deſtroy Soul and 
Body bath at once ? both together * with that 1 
ſtrave againſt it, and would have ſent up ſome 
Ejaculations, but could not, I had ſuch an Ago» 
ny on my Spirits, Why, think I, Chrift bath de- 
ned me before the Father, and yet it followed me 
fore, none knows but thoſe that has-palied under - 
the like, | 

$3- So coming to. our own Door, the Devil 
tempted me to go farther to a place convenient, 
which T had caſt my Eye -on ſome time, before, 
but then being inan A& of Faith, I fled ro Chriſt, 
there I ſod pauſing for fore time, but at laſt 
was reſolved not fogo; I went in, and took my 
way to Bed, aid going up Stairs, I would have 
gone to Prayer, but could only caſt my Eyes up 
to Heaven, and followed ft1}] moſt dreadfully. | 

$4- So going to Bed, I hid it- follow me all 
that n!ght, Va in tle. moraing I went down 

| | Stairs, 


( 23 ) 
Stairs, and taking the Bib/e, T could not find any 
Comfort, begging that God would come in with 
fome word of Comfort to my Soul ; but I waſking 


too and fro, opening theBible,T caft my Eye upon . 


theſe words, I Never heard before,can'a Woman forget 
her Child ? 'can fheiforget the Son of her Word 2 Tes 
ſhe may forget, bat God will not forget thee; thou arb 


Engraven upon the Palms of my Hand's, thy Walks are | 


continually before me. 


5g. I had no ſooner caſt my Eyes npon this 


Scripture, but I received Strength into my Soul ; 
OT had ſuch Joy come into my Soul, that it was 
uncxpreſſible; I was had ' into his. Banqueting- 
houſe, and there his Banner over me was Love ; Q 
F was made to admire the height and depth of 
the Love of God in Chriſt Jeius ; and then that 
Scripture was ſweet to my Soul, 4 Vinyard of Red 
Wine is my Beloved unto me, T the Lard doth beep it, 
leaſt any hurt it. 
$6. Here I was made to bleſs God for preſer- 
ving Grace and Love, that Matter was very Cow- 
fortable concerning Elijah, when the Aſſyrian Hoſt 
came about him, and the young Prophet cry'd 
'out, and he begged, That his Eyes might be opened 
that he might behold their Security, and the Lord 9- 
pened their Eyes, and the Wood's were full of Charigts 
and Hor fe-men of Fire, ſo I was made to behold 
that ſame Care that was over El/1jah was over eve- 
ry one of God's Children. | | 
57. Likewife theſe words were very ſweet to 
we, in ſettling my Soul ſomething more fully on 
Chriſt, Tou have nos Joved me, but I have loved 
you, and ordained you before the Foundations of the 
World 3 here I was made to ſee that it was nat 
my Love to Chriſt made me accepted, but Chriſt's 
Love to me. | 
"68. I being one day, as I was walking in the 
Fields, overwhelm'd with my Sins, and I had them 
<2}, | | | ail 
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all as if drawn in a Catalogue before me z - and 


I thought I was then almoſt preſs'd down to Hell, © 
the Guilt lay ſo heavy upon me, but juſt as I was . 
giving up all Hopes, I thought of theſe words, _ 


Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, for you are not 


under the Law, but under Grace 4 and theſe words 


comforted me, If the Son has made you free, then 
are you free indeed; another Supporter came 1n.all 
at -an inſtant, Stend you therefore in the Liberty, 
whereby he bath made you free, and be not again in- 
tangled with the Toke of Bondage. / 

$9- So | was made to carry them all to Chriſt, 
and leave them there, as upon the back of the 
Scape Goat; at that time God led me to ſee the 
"Treaſon why he left Corcuption in his Children, 
that they-might ſee the need of Chriſt at all times, 
they being many times as Thorns in their ſides, 


fo prick them forward to the Mark of the Priſe - 


of the High Calling of God in-Chriſt Jeſus. 

60. I bleſs the Lord, he, under all my caſtings 
down, ſtill underneath-was the everlaſting Arm, 
and many. bodily Afﬀi@ions I paſſed through 
from without, as well as from within, and I was 
made to cry out with David, Why art thou caſt 
d:wn, O my Soul ? why art thou diſquieted within 
me ? truſt thou'in God, for thou ſhalt yet praiſe him, 


for he is the Health of my Countenance and my 


Strength. JE 
61. And the Lord ſhewed the curſed Ja of Un- 
; belief, and made me to pray againſt it, and I was 
made to ſee what Diſhonour it brought to God, 
he braught theſe words into my Soul with great 
Conſolation, Be not affraid, 1 am. thy God,- I will 
h-lp thee, I will ſtrengthen the:, I will uphold thee 
with the Right Hand of my Rizhteouſneſs. 7-1 

' 62. I was, with Joy, made to paſs throug 

wavy Difficulties that lay before mez and to-go 
on my way rejoycing and crying out, Thou leadejt 
mc 


PR 
me in green-Paſtures by the fil Waters. * Foes 

_ 63. . But being: at an Experienc'd Meeting, 
where one ſaid, Where the Spirit of God ts, there is 
Liberty; but I finding the contrary, that is to 
ſay, I immediately queſtioned all, ahd I was like 


Belteſhazzar, when the Hand was writing againſt the . 


Wall, my Knees ſtruck one againſt the other, 


64. And ſo I came away ina moſt confuſed 


manner, ſo;that I could not tell what to do, and 
being very much caft down, I called oyer my firſt 
Experience, and the Devil told me it was all Fan- 
cies, and I could not believe no otherwiſe, till I 
went to a Chriſtian, who told me that they Ex- 
perienced the ſame ; and then theſe words of the 
Lord came in, Them whom T1 love, I will love to the 


end; and I was to look back and ſee that he had* 


loved me. F 


65. Thus I went along ſome time, till T came. 


to a place where the Devil formerly uſed. to meet 
me with many frightful Thoughts, but I being 
under the Light of God's Countenance, I cryd 
out with an audible Voice, 1 k:ow in whom I have 
believed, and into whoſe hands I have committed my 
Soul; and I ſaid, That Twas more than a Conqueror, 
through bim that loved me; and I reply'd again, 7 
will nof bring any railing Accuſations, but the Lord 
Rebuke you, even my God Rebube you. $0 
65. And from that time 1 had a more ſolid Hope, 
and then theſe words came in upon me, 1 taught 
Ephraim to go, taking him by the Arms, and he knew 
ic not 3 ſo he ſhewed me that it was he that would 
teach me to go by: Faith, which I much crav'd, 
and then'the Lord let me into the Myſtery of the 
Temple and glorious Luſtre of Chrifl, the Aatitip! 
In it, it would be tov tedious here to relate the 
whole of the Difcovery_to my Soul, I will only 
mention this, that there was the Mylteg, Sea, 
| will 


- 
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with the BuJlocks under it, looking to the Eaff, 
North, Weſt and South. b 4 " Raſt 
' *67.,And in that I was made to ſee a bright. 
Luſtre of Chrift, offering of himſelf once for all, 
that is, that the daily Sactifice that was brought 
from all parts of the Earth to offer at the Temple, 
were all fulfilled at the offering of the Body of 
Chriſt, arid of his Blood now ſhed, which is the 
Molten Sea for every one to Waſh in, before he 
Has a right to entet into the Holieſt of all; and 
this was much for the Stability of my Sou). 
_ 68. Now it pleaſed the Lord to ſhew me how 
it was by Chriſt aloge, that we came to have the 
Righteouſneſs of God, toanſwer the Demands of 


Law and Juſtice, from theſe words, He made him 


fin for me,” who knew no Sin, that we might be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in him. ooh » 

69. Hete the Lord ſhewed me, that he laid all 
our Sins upon Chriſt, paſt, pteſent,'and to come, 
and Tſo Chriſt ſtood in our room, with, our Sins 
upofi him, and anſwered to what we ſhould have 
anſwered, and fo the Father made him Sin and 
us Righteous, that is to ſay, he took our Nature, 
on we had his imputed to us, and ſo we took 

15. \ 

- 70. This wrought great Joy in my Soul, bleſ- 
fing and otiding of God, hey I ſhould be ſet up- 
onthat Rock of Ages, that my Name and my Per- 
ſon was ſo accepted, and ſhall never be caſt off to 
all Eternity. | 

71. And then 1t pleaſed the Lord to lead me 
gradually into the Ringdom of Chriſt, and there 
my S9ul was made to take ſome Tranſcient view 
of eternal Love, that I Thouſd be made Glorious, 


and his Inheritance for ever, and that the three 


Perſons in the Trinity were ſo engaged for my Sal- 


- vation, the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, that my 


Soul ſtood amazed' to behold it, the Father to 
have 


(27) 


have ſach thoughs of Love towards me, the Son fa - 


undertake the Work for me, and I was made par- 


taker of his Labours,-and the Spirit-for Revealing ; 


this way of Salvation to my Soul, in oppolition to 
all others. of: | 

72. Then I was made to view them: as one Sa» 

ved,' to ſee how they are engaged for 'me now, 
nd there I beheld a bright "11 Whinna of Grace 
and Love, to vehold what care, God takes of his 

ildren, both ia Preſervation, as well as in ſpe» 
cial Providence, to bring all things together for 
good,and they Jefus as au latercefior,as one gone 
to prepare 'a place for me, as one thit beareth 
them upon his Heart, Iayeth them there as his 
chiefeſt Jewels z. then the Comforter {ceing. the 
; great TranſaGions between the Father.and the 
' Son, comes and brings the News of it down to 
my Soul. bp | 

73- This made me to behold Jeſus as the chief- 
eſt of ten thouſand, and behoidiog this our 
Luſtre'of Grace, theſe words caine into. my mind, 
This Record hath God given of his Son, that ye may 
know that ye have eternal Life, and that Life is mn 
bis $on. i | | f 

74- Now, when I beheld that this Aſſurance ar 
ſolid Knowledge was attainable,. I gave Gad no 
Reſt, (ſpeaking after. the manner of 'Men) till he 
had Sealed it hame- upon'my Soul, and an Afﬀſu- 
rance never comes without its Seals, . with theſe 
words, 1 have loved you with an everlaſting. Love, 
and of this loving Kindneſs have I called ' thee 3 
Thave written tmy Law in thy Heart, and thou fhalt 
never depart from me; tho' thy Children farget my 
Law, and 'heep not my Command nents, 1 will Cha- 
ftize them with the Rod of my Chaſtizement, but my 
I»omg Kindneſs I will nat take away, nor ſuffer my 
Faiihfulneſs to fai{;, my Soul Ecchocd again, Wel, 
my Redeemer, if tt be ſo, then return uniothy Reſt, 
N O 
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O my Soul, for the Lord" hath dealt bountiful with 


-— 


you. | | | | 
. 75. O the ſealing Impreffion that theſe: words 
made upon my Soul, not that being Saved I might 
live as I liſt, but the conftraining Grace of. God 
teached me'to' deny Ungoelitieſsz and now my 
Soul is placed upon'the'Reock that is higher than 
I. Now-Depart when I will 1 am ſafe and ſecure in 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, without the 
inherent Work of thejSpirit in point of Juſtifica- 


" tion,z O tbat I had the Song of an Angel, to fing 


forch his Praiſe who bath done ſuch great things for 
my Soul. 7 i Rr Wo : 
76. thaving given.you a true Account of the 
Dealings of God with my Soul in Converſion, { 
ſhall give you an exat-Account” of | the ſecoud 
Call of God to me, fitting one Sabbath day very 
diſcontevr, the Lord came in with theſe words, 
Ariſe, ſhine, thy Light is come, and the Glory of the 
Lord is riſen upon thee, I cry'd, Not to me; and Þ 
-turn'dover the Leaf again, -and theſe words pre» 
ſented themſelves, The Lord bath anointed thee to 
Preach the Goſpel,” but I cry'd out, >Not me, not me. 
77. So this paſſed on for ſome time, and theſe 
'words came with-power, Som of - Man I have ſent - 
you af-/a-Watch-man to Iſracl, thou ſbalt receive the 
word from my Mouth, and\warnthem from me ; and - 


- 


"ſome time after theſe words came with terror up- 


-vÞ me, If thou'warn not theWicked from their wh h- 
ed ways," andthey die in their ' Iniquity, their Blood 
awill-I require at thy Hands. Pops 14d7 iP 
58; But after a while it-paſſed off, \and then 
theſe words came upon me; Ariſe:ſpeakh whatſ5ee 
ver 1 commiand you; leaſt-I Canfound you before them, 
20 you Preaththe-Goſpel. _ > | 

- Theſe were the Dealings of God with my Soul, 
blefſed be'the Lard Jeſus Chriſt, who hath Saved 
me, the chicftſt of Siancrs. Jang 4 +7 
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The EXPERIENCE of 
( My Own ) 


Charles Doe, 
Of the Buroagh, London. 


I Shall, for Brevity ſake, omit in this Relation 
what I might otherwiſe ſay concerning my 
Parents and Birth, and alſo ſeveral other Circums 
' Rlances of my Life, as narrowly eſcaping Drowning 
ſeveral times, and other Dangers; and alſo nar- 
rowly eſcaping doing great Miſchiefs, both in my Child» 
hood and when at 1aturity, &c. tho' in the whole X 
am willing to note, that God that ordained the End, 
hath alſo ordained the Means comducing to the End, 
and accordingly his Ghace, both Preſerving and Re« 
ſtraining, is always ready to intervene and ſupercede 
the Dangers and Evils attending this Life, that all 
things may work together, for good to them, on whom 
he hath a deſign of ſaving Grace, according to the 
Apoftle's Saying, Preſerved in Chriſt and Called. 


I, Bout the beginning of my Apprenticeſhip 
A and 15 Years of Ape, ( it being about a 
Year or two after the Plague -"q London ) I _ ta 
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| + hear the General Redemption Baptiſt, and my Fa- 


ther-in-Law to hear a Presbyterian,ſo upon 2 time 


myFather commanded ie to forbeargoing t 
and go with him, but Tufed fome Argaments 
him, ſaying, that I believed it was the ri == 


ks, and a Foqpls e thetls and Cat 
- ing ano fd gore las T 


ſo _ with rp as well as I 
could or durſt, but lng thatI could not 
forbear Crying, but wy os You deny me that 
which you Racks for your ſelf, Liberty of Conſcience 2 
(for he had been a Soldier 3 an the Seryice of the 


edits, af 


Long Parli 40 which he made 
me no reply, ne er that, endeavour 
to make me go any where "painſt my Conſcience. 
P-; uot — I did believe, that the Pro» 
LON 1001 Keprobatian was ve 
frange;for 1 was perk ry to pleafe God, tha 
he might Save me, it being beſt agreeing with my 
then, gung Underſtanding. 

(3: Lying r was hateful to me, fothat I have of- 
'Diſptoaſure ayU 'Beating when T was 
tf thr Oatag ye, to os my {lf or q- 

which 1 an Inftance. 

peo Agree cenechipt have been often af- 
Tt 5 lon, about the going out 
of CIR of which may-ferve to 
+ Ya f Seer B as'well as the ſabtil- 
"Rette ways of Satan ; when have been go- 
Dok OV or doing any Work by a ſhort piece of 

Exnite, the Temprer hath ftole into- a Mind, 
to obſerve the fhortaehs of it, fuggefting, that if 
114 notGoTuch a Thing or WorkasT was 
or ſo mych of it as was ſuggeſted T1 might, i if fol. 
lowed cfofe, or if 1 did o get into Bed before 
the Candle waz out, then might I conclude, that 
as I fe? ſhort now in this Undertakipg, fit to be 


done by that picee of Candle, __ I may wh4t 


ich 
ve and bufGle with a..great deal of 


Care, Dili» 
genec and-Painy, eycn malt ts a-kind of « Bright, 
to make on end of my Buſineſs, or get to: Bed, 


commanaels and continual Perplcxitics of theſe 


Thoughts thade me reprove my ſelf, andconclude, - 


that it muſt aeeds be a Femptation, or picce of 
aneat Foelidineſs in me, for tought I, muſt I al- 


ways Judge of my Salvation by the going out of a: 
Gale Ge 


. whereby I got rid of it, 
$- As T was Travclling on foot to a Fair, ( as1 
reckoa 2574) I went a'compaſs Road, toſpealc 
with my Country Land-lord; and then being in a 
Road, I knew 'not how far it was to a Lodging, 
and being alſo very weary and late in the night, 


and alone, I deſpaircd of getting 4 Lodging that 


night, and ſo ſtood ſtill, to conſider whether or 
no I ſhould any lopger try by Travelling, to get 


ſo ted to ilye down under a Hedge all 
night 34 but I again thought, that to do ſo would 
be very dangerous 25 to myHealth and Limbs, 
becauſe my Blood was hot with Travelling ſo long, 
yet on the other hadd I knew 1 was ſ6 weary, that 
I deſpaired of holding out to a Lodging, tho' I 
might have Kill'd my ſelf with Travelling : Thus 
was & in a very greath fireight, ftanding ſtill and 
| leaning 6h wy Stick, but preſently came into my 
Mind, ' as if ſpoken or intended to'me, that Scrip- 
ture, Hold out to the end, and thou ſhall be Saved. | 


knew very well, that that Text was not written __ 


eancerning my kind of Travelling, neither did I 
take it ſo, but yet I took Courage by it, for I ccn- 
3 C 2 


ſidered, 


not thereby have a Prefage or Omen 
of wy A Art of fearens but acl the” 


toa » I being too weary to walk far, and. 


wg 
ae 
__ 
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® ._ © 
fidered, that if it be ſo, that I will fot low do + 
my utmoſt to. get a Lodping, when *thereiis ſo 
much 'nced of it, and I ſo heartily defife it, but on 
therontrary run the: Venflire; afd wot-care what 


becomes of me by. lying'under a Hedpe 3- then it. 
way alſo by hen th 


le of Carcleſneſs, be my: 
Mind,not to matteF: whether I.get toHeaven-or not 
Wellthen,thiakF, if it be fo,l will givemy ſelf no 
advyaritage to be careleſs of going to Heaven, but I 
will put up once more, 2 ery for 'my Lod "Bs 
by walking as long as Tam able; -and'if then 
cannot get.to a Lodging, then I have done my 
utmoſt, and muſt ſubmit to what falls;for'I can do 
No more than my utmoſt. 

5s. And with that Thad (I think ) ſome freſh 
Strength, fo I put up again, and walk'd-pretty 
well, and by that I had gone about'half a Mile, 
there was a light Candle gleaded on my-Left fide, 
whereupon 1 look'd that way, and ſaw a Town; 
for otherwiſe 1 ſhould not have ſcen it, the Road 
lying a Field wide, on the back of it. 

7. Well, I was very glad of a Town, and crof-' - 
ſed the Field up to the Candle, and found it was 
af a back-Gate, ſo I knock'd, and it was opened, 
and I went. in, and was told it was Walden, and 
12 aClock; and then for copvenience I had a 
Pint of Wine warm'd, and a Loaf for Supper, and 
weat.to. Bed,. 1304 ops 2524s Ci 

8. I may ſay God was'pleafed to:ſend me that” 
Text of Scripture as a tryal of my Faith, or at leaft 
Sincerity ; and alſo ſent that Gandle-light to ſhew 
me a Lodging, and I have ever fince taken it ſo, 
and alſo for an extraordinary Thing, 'Work or 
Favourof God unto me, conſidering the things 
- and the uſe I made of the Text of Scripture, and. 
conſidering that the Candle at 12 a Clock at Night 
ſhould be in ſome little buiſneſs in the back ſide of 
an Inn or Tavern, to ſhew mea Ty. = 
A rncere 
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there, © for I went dirc&ly, to the Light, and.it 


Maid till f came to he let in at the'Gate. 


9. And I amfure the Ty of this hath often 
been of a great deal of Comfort to me, in times 
of my queſtionings and lookings back upoa the 
Love of Gad to me: Howeyef, perhaps ſome may 
take this but for a common Mercy or Thing, an 
if they thiak ſo, 'tis not ſtrange, for there be ſome 
alſo that think eternal Salvation it ſelf is hut a 


. - common Mercy, eſpecially to them thathaye been 


Criſtened,* and ſo never queſtion their owa Sal- 
vation, neither do they -think it ſo great a Buſt- 
neſs, that they need much admire God for his 
Kindneſs, for they have done almoſt as good 2 
Kindnck for him one time or other ; but this is a 
fign they never had right Thoughts of themſelves, 
nor of God, nor of his Son Jeſus, nor of peculiar 
Providences. \ > | Se 

ro. I remember about the times of my Appren» 


| ticeſhip, and begining to Trade for my ſelf, I 


uſcd the private Apartment for my place of Pray- 
er, and I bad much Comfort, and thoſe Prayers were 
ſweet to me; but at length hid a Temptation 
came upon ine, ſuggeſting, what was I the better 
for praying? obſerving [ had now praycd a Year 
Gr two with. more'conſtiot AﬀeRion and Dil» 
genec, and alſo Sincerity,. aad* yet ſtill [had no 
Anſwer or Alteration-in me, that I could per- 
ceive, as an effect of my Prayer, that thereby I 


_ might reckon that 'I prayed. as I ſhould, or was 


accepted, or ſhould ſucceed at laſt, and therefore 


' might reaſanably reckon had as. gv2d leave of 


praying; but then I anſwered, that wou'd not da, 
for [did not bnow'a berrer os to be Saved than by 
praying, and therefore I mult keep 03, tha':I-d2 
not. fee it comes to any thing as yet, aad (o I kept 


on praying a5 I uſcd to do. 


C3 Qae 


__ of "2 
«* - '# 7 


(34) 
11. One night I'Dreamt that as I ſat ina Cham» 
bet, the orb yr to mie tht Se are black 
Man, and 1 was tlot afraid, Thad no ſort F. fear of 
Pim, for 1 was compoſed in my Mibd with a Kelj 
aticeupon God and accordingly with gravity of - 
Speech | Laid to the Deyil, Tor can do me wy a4 
except God gives you Teave, and what he grves you 
Leave to do, I am willing to ſubmit tos whereat the 
Devil walked away zgaih as he Garhe, withaut ſay- 
ing or doing any thing; and. I did not aw 
upon -it, but ſtept on as without fear, or uncon- 
cerned. # 
" 2. And when I awoke in the Morning, I was 
thach comforted at the Thoughts of my Reliance 
pon God in my Steep, and that I had ſoco 
ſed an ObjeRion to the Devil, ahd his Departure 
upon it, without any hutt or diſturbaace of m 
Mind; and therefore I expounded it as an Efied: 
of the Grace of God to me or in me, and have 
been ofthe ſame Opinion ever ſince. 
"13. To this time of my being above 20. Years 
of Ape, T have omited ſeveral remarkable au 
reat Deliverances, both in my Childhood an 
Fouth, partlybecauſe I have forgot what Religi- 
ous Impreſſions they made on me, or how they 
were attended with peculiar. Working! - A my 
Mind, and ſome partly for ſeveral other Reaſons. 
T4. In the times of my Childhood and Youth I 
had the Vanities that attended them, often taking 
more Liberty than became me, but ftill I had, by 
reſtraining Grace, ' thy returns upon Conviſtions, 
which ſometime lay very heary upen me, yet i 
the common Courſe of my Life I was ſaberly dic 
oled, ant Jaw, or_neycr took delight in;Mif- 
Thief or Rudenels, but was for things-fair and ha- 
peftand ſociable; and in inatters of Religion was 
aways adiftce to put Quelfions, for the. Huing 
| © 2+ 0-1. or $e 
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s after an 
DIES, a] wazod THI ah 
ut 


Road 

EF "acer wy: fr :Lord Diceftionsand ___ 

fart in a difficult matter z and now 1t catne alſa 
PE arts 


Ip 
that to be Baptized Cor Dips 
at TE SET Faith ) I always _ 
ved to be a right Ordinance 3 I thought, therefore 
what fhould in reaſon hinder me from Joke it up 2 
But, on the other hand, as 1 then 


of- Re om in evil bt 10. o for if 4 [ 
good, by my being a 


oo ſo I had As Tet it alone, for this 8 


Exainoſs 1 thought to be ſo hard to be performed, that 

Ability cond not perform it, for that I having a 

Se fight of my Inability, found my ſelf incident to 

Elines Sa but imperfe&ly underſtanding my 

Duty, or what not my Duty, and alſo as much to 

ſeek of what are my Priviledges and Liberty 'in 
wy Worſhip and Morals. 

23. But to theſe cunning Objettions of Satan, 

ar my OWN Caraality, 0F4 11 theſe thiogs [ harely 

C4 * know: 
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know what Name to call themby) I then reply'd, 
that if I fhould delay to do in this Matter 32 
Chriſtian, until I could live ol cn and com- 

Golf 8 that parks Ce, ney Feet 
y 1 may never, a: long' as I live attain ſuch a time 
to profeſs in; whereat I concluded, that ſeeing it 
is ſo hazardous, 'T had better run the venture, and 
endeavour to live as well as I can, if not x wellas x 
would; for it inuſt come to that, if ever I be Bap- 
tized,and ſo Ireſolved to doit whenTreturned to 
London again 3 and then I went on'my*way over 
the Field, - © | I + 
19. About a Month after I came home to Lon- 
don, Taddreſs'd my ſelf to Mr. Plant C of Barbekin 
he held Genera] Redemption J) to. be Baptized; 
but I was ſomewhat aſhamed to r in ſo Reli- 
gious a Matter, and to attempt a Solemn Profefſi- 
on of Chriſtianity 3 and had I foand unkind En- 
tertainment, T1, in all probability, ſhould have 
flown off as being daſht for that time. © 
20. But Mr. Plant did not deal ſeverely or 
eritically with me in his Queſtions, yet as # pru- 

dent Miniſter, he ask'd me what I had to ſay, as a 

Reaſon for ty Defire to be Baptized, and I an- 

fwered, Philip ſaid to the Eunzch, if thou beljeveſt 

thou mayeſt be Co 3 then Mr.” Plent ſaid, Ds 
you believe ? with that I was ſurprized, and atz 

Jofs in my Underſtanding, ſeeing rhe greatne/s of 

tbe word Believe, or Myſtery of Faith, (for beforg 

this I had no Doubt upon my Mind about belie- 
vieg, I concluding I did believez and tho' have 

- ance a better or more intelligible knowledge of 

Chriſt, than I had at that time; yet I rec- 

kon, that I then had the *Root of the matter in 

me, tho' I was not ſo Mature as to either. aſſure 
wy ſelf, - or expreſs my fſclf to compleat”' ſas: 

tisfaRtion ; "and this I now chooſe to ſay," tho” I 

dcgreſs for the Reftityde of ſome good cnn 
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over Nicety, or ſtritneſs in Judgments, about 
the Work of Grace, they being as it were afraid 
to conclude a: Work of Grace is real, uatil- the 
Subje& gives ſigns of almoſt or altogether afſu- 
rance) but to go on, much a do TI made a ſhift 
and 'ſaill, I think I do, I reckon I dogif 1 kn1w my own 
Heart, I do believe; which- Cautious Anſwer I ſup- 
ſe made Mr Plant not ask ine what I believed? 
or if he had, I ſhould have been farther con- 
founded, in my Mind, T thiak: eſpecially if he had | | 
| Exaced a ſound and full Anſwer concerning Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, yet he (aid he 'would enquire KF i 
concerning me, meaning I ſuppoied of my Con- *' ſy 

veration, * and give me an anſwer next Weck 5 

and this was reaſonable, and ſo we parted. 

21. Byt thereat I was diſturbed in my Mind, or 
ciſc-aſaulted by a Temptation, to diſcourage me, 
for I thought with my ſelf, what ſball T be bebold- 
ing to ſome body or another to go to Heaven ?: think T, 
what if no body will ſpeak well of me? .muſt f 
not therefore go to Heaven ? What if ſome ſhall 
Ignorantly or -maliciouſly-ſpeak evil of me ? muſt 
I therefore be kept out of Heaven? No, think I, 
I will not be ſo ſerv'd ; ( for tho I was for doing, as" 
2 Condition or Qualification, yet'l ſaw there was" 
not an abſolute neceffity, Chrift having himſelf \ 
ſecured the way without any other Man's Leave } 
and accordipgly. when I got home, I writ him 
a Captious Letter, too long here to recite. 

22. After this I had it runTſtrongly in my mind, 
that if I were not Baprized in right manner, (that is 
Dipt thus or thus) according to the true intent of 
the Ordinance, then it would be no Baptiſm at all. 

' 23. And hire Satandid ſorely perplex me, for 
the time drew on, and I thought it very material 
to ha we itrightly done, and therefore I did great- 
If eancern wy ſelfhow to know the real beſt man» 

fir, and ſo had ſeveral Thoughts and Counter» 
ox VO nt OP thoughts; 
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thoughts» but af laſt, 7 refoloed upon ve common 
mide of Baptiging, ( or Dipping Believers : for & 
could not fiad a better, and I have ſince | 
Sybtilty of Satax's Suggeſtion was to keep me frous 
beidg Baptized, but yet he was avereome, and L 
was Baptized withoat- delay, adout the Year i682. 

234- As ſoon av T was Baptized, aud had ſhifted 
my wet Cloaths, and ſat down in the . Meeting, 
the Tempter ſuggelied,  Wolk what wre you 
the better now 2. to which I anſwered, as if [ had 
reaſoned with wy ſelf, I have done. my Duty, and 

&hat is enough 3-and if I am not the better as to my 
Worthineſs er 'Parisgyy '0# ſuch like, yet, it being a 
Duty, it is ſuffecient te jufbify my doing is, and by doing 
dr os done my Duty, and fo am in the way I 

25. And when Meetiog parted, I haſted after 
ſame of my Brethreng& fell under anther Temp» 
- and that prevailed for the preſent; the 

__ was, that it was lawful to keep leeret, 
of that I might refuſe to own that I was Baptized, 
15 any etquire, ſo as to deride me, as I 
might think; and for an Argument ſuggeſicd, 
that my Religion was to my lelf, and no body has 
to do with it dut- my ſelf, 4nd I have done my 
Duty, and what need I tell any body of it, to be 
derided, or give-any advantage. 

26. Now, [ had -hothing to {ay, but fell in with, 
and approv'd the Privacy; aud coming to my Bre- 
thren I told it to them,budthey did not put me to. 
rights neither;{o this remeia'd with me ſome time, 
but it was 2 being aſhaw'd of the Goſpel and P>- 
Qrine of Jeſus Chriſt. Ca | 

27. So | comiaohed in a conſtant hearing of 
Brother. Plext, and breaking of Bread, until the 
| Perſecution began to be hot at the fatter exd of 
King Charles the fecond's Reign, 1684 and 1685, 
when all Mectiogs was fain to be i private. of 

F348 ; | 28, 
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a3.Alittle after 1 wes Baptiacd,l comfidered,that 
how it was my Buſineſs to have z exrecf wil" wy 
doings; and alſo, as © had by / Feulty and 
Soletnaly profeſs'd and derlated my-felf refalved 
ayer and thereby extered t who 
ng God, I found it <nn 7 Day ro of 
_—_ fot I bad laid my Hand t an@ ent 
tiond not to look back, but follow * Gad's Pow; 
_ Pleaſe God, that I may be Saved. * 
29. And ths Conſideration ſet me to wwhing 
Life ; (yet by the way of Jeſ#s Chri}, roar | 
not efchide him) and in order to 46 it 'as ft 
hoult be, f conſidered two things ; fieſk, that T 
maſt know certainly what was the whoſe Min@ or 
Will of God, that I ſhould doz ant fo F miuft 
be ſure always to have ſtrength ta do it coatidual- 
ly ;. for the ficſt 1 fornd my ſelf 200 ignorant, and 
þ-4 Men t00 various in #htir Opinions, #% affere me: 
And for the ſecond, 1w#terly deſpaired of my weak. 
neſs, to become ſiromg earngh, and if I fail in efther, 
{tho' I ſee enarobly |al fail m both) I am 
gote for ever, for I khew fot how to make At- 
ronement for my Deficiencies, becauſe IT: conld 
do nathing over and above the Duty for the 
time wherein it is done. - 
20+ And ſo I came to i fland in my. TRONAG, 
and at my Wits end, and confounded; at) 
ſorely perplext re, "and lay heavy : And here 
may note, (tho' it be a De orefſion) that by 
thus going to work for Life; 3 was not lefs a Chri- 
ſtian than him that Mr. Foba Banya?, in his Pro- 


greſs, calls Chriſtian, that went to Monns Sinai 


40 - helpt off with his heavy Burthen . 

- And this I note for the Reftitade of many 
axpocitnett Chriſtians, that hayc had eminent 
EO of Cixiſt, and are- therefore a y__-_ 

conclude, 
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.condude, that they. were not iregenerate or real 
Chriſtians, when in time paſt they had not. fo 
clear and ſenſible knowledge of Chrift. . :. 
32+ IT alſo note it: for the Comfort of the New- 
born in Chriſt, that tho' they 'are not. as it were 
beyond the Month,: or mature enough-to go z- 
lone, and to call their Father . and Mother by 
;proper Names, yet they are really. compleat ih 
Life, or want no farther begetting bythe Spirit, - 
.but only Life preſerved, and therefore are Chri- 
:ſtiansz as Philip under the Fig-tree, tho": t 
when-Born, did not .cry orderly as Philip after 
wards did: #y-Lord, and my God! yet their crying 
.confuſedly, prove they wert not Still-boxn; there- 
fore Children. : 5 i i | 
..- 33- Now hear a Digreſſion again for the ſake 
of young Chriſtians. - for. I muſt ſay, that I be- 
lieve it was -the Spirit of 'God led: me by the 
way of Working, to ſhew me the Inſufficiency of 
Works and a Neceſſity of, and a Glory in what 
Chriſt hath. done, : and is to the Soul without 
_- Works, and that when the: Spirit of God lays 
hold op a Soul for Salyation, .he doth not . always 
* emmediately reveal Chriſt manifeſtly, but often 
leads them by the. way of Works, even as I/rae/ 
was led-by the way of Sine? to Feruſalem,. yet it is 


Fo, not the Law that leads to Chriſt, but the Spirit of 


Gad, by the Law ſhews the Daimning Power of the 
Law for Sin, makes the Excellency of a Savioor 
the more acceptabje and glorious, when mani- 
feſted ij the tulneſs of his Perfe@ions, ; or as 
when Iſrael was at Sinai about doing the Law, they 
were not in the Poſſean of the Uoly-Land of Pro- 
miſe, tho' intailed to them, yet they were under 
the Conduttof the Spirit, and zfterwatds had the 
Land tho' a ſtiff-necxcd People, | ; 


36, Some- * 


AGE LE 
| ho Somewhat about this' tirke I, as I ufed fa. 
do with others, argued with my ſelf for General 
Redemption, in oppoſition to EleRion, and rec-. 
kon'd my Caſe clear, but withal had a firong Per-' 
ſwafion; that if God ſhonld ele a certain Perſon 
of 2 number to Save, that then to be ſure it was 
well with them, and that there would be nothing 
wanting to accompliſh their' Salvation, whatever 
became of others, for God's Will and Power was 
All-ſufficieft; and therefore to be cleted was-beſt 
. 35. 'But I was Toth to allow it to be the DoQrine* 
ofthe Scriptures, for then'I could not tell how to 
bring my ſelf in for one to'be Saved, but I was 
willing to keep the way open;or keepHeavenGate 
open for all Men,for otherwife I might have reaſon 
tÞ obje(t againſt myſelf by Reprobation,or EleQi- 
on, for when there is room for all-to enter, _then 
there would | be room for me, and therefore was 
it hopes of being Saved for endeavours of my own 
as Qualifications by Chriſt, tho' I could not affure 
my ſelf of God's peculiar or cle&ing Love to me. 
*.36. Abouta Year and an half after my Baptiſm, 
as I was in my Shop, attended with my Troubles 
of Mind, it came into my mind to go to Prayer, 
(about Noon) fo I went up Stairs, and ſhut my 
Chamber Door, and ſtood behind it in the Pafſage 
Room, (bear with my mean Stile) and I Prayed, 
(but 7 had not conſulted what to Pray, neither uſed 
I to conſult, but Pray as well as I could when I 
wgs at it) but I had not prayed Jong, but in my 
Prayer ( as | may ſay) I was very intent and fin- 
cere, and fervently expreſs'd what was upon my 
Soul, ( but not with audible Voice ) according 
to the Grace of Faith and Gift of Utterance- [ 
had, as the caſe would admit my ſpech, toan 
Infinite, Perfe&, Juſt, and Almighty Being, I 


| was, I may ſay, then more than ordinary. in the 
immediat 
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would vat ſave it from being oſt RE and for 
no other Reaſon, for I had thep no other to give, 
hor | was pot ſure that Reaſon would ſerve geis, 
- thex, or þc ſufficient for me, but as one 4 Nrawn- 
Ivg aaturally catcheth hold of the next probable 
means of ſaving, ſo I, for Jeſas Chriſt was thea the 
oply probable and poſſiple weans of wy Safety, 
which [ then ſaw a great deal mere thas ever f 
did in all my Life before. - 
37. This being my Condition, as Ifaid before, 
T threw my Soul before the Throne of G1d, ackuow- 
ledging him to he Fuft and Righteows if he Danu'd 
ze, and pronounccd hum fo tg be, 35 really, and 
fully, and fancerely, as if it ware, as it proved, g 
great Benefit to me, fo todo, or fo to thraw wy 
felf away, only I had a true Eftimatioa of my 
Soul, with the ſcaſe of the Joſs thereof, and there- 
fore © did not Careleſly, but Rightcouſly and Pru- 
dentially throw jt away, for eg could ot 
Ye 
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fable thing, that I ſhould be denyed, having, as 1 
then thought, gotten ſo ſufficient, ſo reaſonable 
and juft, and ſuch like Hold, or Means, or Ar- 
gumeat, or ſuch like, to rely apd venture on; 
and there I held, as 1 may fay, myhold, but gll this, 
with a great deal of Sizcerity, and Humility, and 
Nothingueſs of my own, but the great Seaſc of 
an Immortal Soul of mine, and the @mazing dan- 
ger thereof, by the Majeilty and Soverainty 
of God to oblige me to this unexpeſted, de- 
ſparatc and dutiful-Reliance 3 and £o the beſt of 
my Memory, here was a kind of a Pay in my 


Prayer, 


or danger of Condemnati- 
on and Loſs, heartily deſiring, or expeRing, of 
hoping (as an atifwer- frem a Judge) for Favour, 
a Pardon, and I had itbyaſtoniſhing Love imme+ 
diately, for. 'tho' there was in me of a Pauſe 
yet- it was but a ſhort one, for immediately Feſin 
Chriſt was revealed to me, Mat. 16. 17. or to 
the Eyes or Underſtanding of my Soul, to be the 
Son of God; in ſuch manner as I never before be- 
lieved him'tobe, and then ſo manifeft to me, to 
be at the Right Hand of the Father; and that God 
was reconciled in him, and my Sins pardoned, and 1 
pronounced clear, or juſtified by and through the 
Suffering, Nature, Love, and other the Undertak- 
ings of Jeſus Chrift as a Saviour. | 
., 39. Abd Nature or underſtanding and 
Aﬀe&ions I found then changed, and I ſure 
.of Heaven, and out of danger of Hell, and fo 1 


Chriſt, and ended my Prayer. 
| 49. But all theſe things were then ſooner and 
= fuller conceived and finiſhed than now expreſs'd, 
and my Joy was full, andclear, and calm withal 
that I had not then, as ſometimes I have had, Paſ- 
ſions of Joy, for atthis time the Joy did as it were 
ſwallow me up, and remained retire within me, 
and without great puttings forth, according to 
the greatneſs of its being, forit was a Calm imme- 
mediately put upon my Fears of Damnation,ſetlin 
wySpirits by an amazing Change of Aﬀe@ions an 
the aſſurance was ſo clear, that then my thoughts, 
If all the Men upon Earth, or Angels-in Heaven 
ſhould have gone about to perſwade me the 
thing was not real, I could not have believed 
theip, Ge. 
Imme- 


admired the infinite Goodneſs of Ged in Jeſus _ 


(3%) 

41. Immediately C4 this T found ( as I may 
fay naturally) anew Nature in me, and; that where- 
'a$ Tufed to ſerve, or deſire to ſerve God, in hopes 
of Salvation, and for fear © Danmation, ſhow could, 
and would,” my thoughts, and did ſerve him, becauſe 
he loved me, and had done ſuch great aſtoniſhing 
things for my Soul; and becauſe, my thoughts, it 
-agreed” with my then new Nature, to do thoſe 
things that were pleafing to God, and my thoughts 
what he loved, I loved. 

' 42. Now, the Joy of my. Juſtification, (9c. or 
py knowledge of it, would put it ſelf forth very 
" often into, as it were, Paſſions of Love, or Weep» 
ing, really ſhedding of many Tears, for the ine? 
preemn and fullneſs of Joy ; and I thought wi 

y ſelf what ſhall I do to ſhew or expreſs my Love ta 

"this Feſus Chriſt, that hath thus loved me. 

* 43. And after a little Pauſe, I concluded, that 
to ſuffer for him; is the greateſt thing I could 
do for him, or am capable of doing; but ſuffer, 
thought I, that is not worth the ſpeaking of, it 
15 not at all valuable to his exceeding great 
Love; for if I had a. thcuſand Gallons of Blood, I 
could and would ſpill or ſhed it all for his ſake e- 
very day; to Suffer, my thoughts, was bit a Flea» 
bite, and nothing in compariſon'of the Love be- 
ſtowed on me; me thoughts then T loved nothing 
but Feſus Chriſt. PE es 

- 44+ That Text was brought with power upon 
my Mind, and abode many days, 'T will give unto 
him a white Stone and a new Name, which no Man 
knows, ſave him that hathit. 'Thad notread it in 
ſame years, or I had forgot how long, and when I 

' did readit, it was to mebut as others that paſs'd 
away ," but now by the power of its coming, I 
. @pplied it to my ſelf, and it fitted me exaUly, for E 
* thought I was in the Enjoyment of new Relation, 
. a Child of God, a Chriſtian indeed, a Favourite F 
4 = _ 
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and ] was uo ſure, that no body knew this (my 
new. Name) but my ſelf, tho” I ſhould tell them 
their Knawledge' would. not be like mine, ſwal- 
lawe © els its Aftendances ; and the white 
Stone I th 


forts 2gd, Alſuravce that Along to the ſame, and 


alw; of Strength _— all 
.or wo Tamplaly eſpecially that w 

this Aſſurance That have been yet come upon me : 
I bave admired the Goodneſs, of God, eſpecially 
whenihave heard of Chriſtians that. have loſt their 
Afurance after they haye had it 3 but mine have 
keg ſo.plain and, cxtraordinary, it may be, thzt 
as oftcy, as I have had avy Queſtion, by way of 
Temptation, upon me, have had Grace to bring 
to mie coat aha of the Love of. God, 

[have my Affurance of Heaven ſtill. 


© 46. I remember Mr. Berman, a Miniſter, faid 


in wy hearing to. my Mother, that a Woinag he 


uſed . 


declipſe 
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uſed to viſit, had kept her Aﬀurance, Ithink, 3o 
Years, Surely, ſaid he, ſhe bath lived a very Holy 
(or ſuch kind of) Life. 

47. But when I think of this, I think 7 have 
not lived ſuch a Holy Life of perfe# Obedience, to de- 
ſerve the continuance of that Favour to admiration, 
but that I have often deſerved to looſe the Love 
of God and my Aſſurance, if Deſerts proceed from 
the want of a perfe& unblemiſhed or finleſs Holy 
Life, but I find it doth not, for Jeſus Chriſt's In- 
terceſſion and Advocateſhip is by the extraordi- 
nary Wiſdom and Love of God, on purpoſe to 
mediate for the Infirmities and accidental Fail- 
ings, (for there can be no other) and Sins of the 


- Regenerated People of God, to continue them in 


his Favour for ever; and of this I have Experi- 
ence; alſo my Aſſurance wasſo full and clear, that 


I think it hardly poſſible for me to looſe it. 


48. But this I do not tell to give any Licenſe to an 
evil A4,but partly to ſhew thatGod'sGifts andLove 
do not come for our Deſerts, but of his own: Will 
he loved us, and ſo continues it; for if God 
ſhould give the beft of us no more than we de- 
ſerve, he muſt give us nothing at all; and there- 
fore our Neceſlity and Miſery procures the Love 
or Grace and Gifts of God, rather than our im- 
perfe& Obediengg,z condider the wretched Infant 


_ 1h Exebzel, - .; 


49-On a time my near Relation being very much 
troubled with the Tooth-ach, went to Bed, but 
knocking for me up, I came, and there ſaw ſhe 
was almoſt raving Mad with the Violence thereof, 
which when I ſaw, it troubled and ſeized upon 
my S$pirits, to ſee her in ſuch a raging, ſtriviog, 
crying Condition, as if ſhe was juſt ready.to jump: 
out of her Bed, and run about the Room, by rea- 
ſon of intolerable Pain, that I thought, what 
ſhould I do in this Condition, 7 was even at my 
"2 Wits 


(45) 

Wits end, but I'was not ſo long a conſulting whaf 
to do, as I am writing this part of the Relation, 
but the Extremity of the Caſe drove me to Prayer, 
even as I then ſtood by the Bed fide, as it were 
amazed at what it would come to, and my Prayer 
was like the Caſe, fervent, and with my whole 
Soul to God, to give releaſe to her; and I 
prayed, as it were, as if I had an Intereſt in Hea- 
ven, or as if it were therefore almoſt a reaſon 
that my Prayer ſhould be anſwered, knowing I 
was in favour with God, for there was npon my 
Soul or Spirits the knowledge of my being recon- 
ciled ta God, and Sonſhip by the pardon of my 
Sins through his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and my poſ- 
ſefling the Love of God upon my.Soul, as if I was 
his choſen or adopted Son, and he my reconci- 
led Father ; I ſay 1prayed with the ſenſe of this 
Privilcdze and Reſpetts, appearing before me in 
a moment, which raiſed my Defires to ſuch a 
pitch of height or extremity, thatT thought it al. 
moſt ſtrange to be denied,and almoſt confin'd it to 
my Reaſon, thinking zf God was God, and I ſo re- 
lated or poſſeſſed of his Favour, ſtrange, thought T, 
that I ſhould nt or cannot have this Prayer anſwered, 
when this Caſe is ſo extream. 

50. And thus I had almoft gone beyond both 
my filial and ſcrval Reverence-que to God, by 
almoſt laying a necefſfity upon him to anſwer my 
Prayer, or have his Being queſtioned, or my 
' Sonthip confounded, to Deſpair of Heavenly 
things, but the Grace that enabled or carried 
we 1o far, did alſo keep me within the bounds 
of Submiſſion and Intreaty, and the Favour 
was admirable great, that I was admitted to 
expreſs my ſelf with ſo much Child-like Boldneſs, 


without a Check from the infinite God upon my 


Soul, my Prayer was to my ſelf,and without methos- 


dical beginning or ending, but as it were a ſingle 
Petition, 


\\f 
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Petition, and I have forgot whether my Hat was 
on or off. 

sI. And admirable it was, to think the anſwer 
was immediately, for I ſtood in a kind of a Pauſe, 
and then asked her how ſhe did? but before 
T could have gone half round the Room, ſhe 
told me ſh? had eaſe, and the Pain gone, and ſhe 
laid down and went to Sleep in her uſual manner 
with eaſe. 

52. Therefore, certainly I muſt take it to 
be an anſwer to my Prayer, whereby no Tempta- 
tion could faſten againſt my Sonſhip, nor con- 
demn my permitted Boldneſs, for there- was no 
other Remedy apply'd, and the Cure was as ef- 
fetualas if (nay, I am loth to make Compariſons ) 
with outward Means; but ſhe was well cuted, 
and that ſhe confefſed, tho' ſhe had only my 
word, and the want of outward Means to con- 
vince her of the cauſe, for my Prayer ſhe heard 
not. 

$3- But thisI do not tell to create Opinion,that 
I did the Cure, or pretend to prevail with God 
when I pleaſe, but to ſhew the extraordinary Love 
of God to me,as his Child, and for a Confirmation 
of my Intereſt in Heaven, which I had before be- 
lieved, as isbefore told. 

54- Once as I was going along the Street by 
Cripplegate, London, T was thinking of my Buſineſs, 
and that I took a great deal of Pains, and many weas 
ry Step, and endeaunured as much as in me lay, to 
thrive and get ſufficiently before hand in the World, 
that I might live out of danger of want, and a lit- 
tle with Comfort'to-enjoy the Fruit of my Labour 
as other Men did; for ſhortly, thought I, ſome 
Men get Money and Thrive in the World, with 
eaſe, or elſe whoſe are all theſe Houſes and Shops 
full of Goods in the City, and every where, they 
are ſome bodys, thought I, tho' it goes ſo hard 

© with 
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with me; ſurely, thought I, 24 is worſe with me 
than any Body, thus to Moil and Labour, and net 
to have the Succeſs as other Men have, that take 
not the Pains that I do; I have not my ſhare in 
the World. 

$5. And thus Trepined for want of my Share 
in the World, began to deſpair of Succeſs, or 
2 Comfortable Life, and to be much dejected in 
my Mind, and prefently, almoſt as ſoon as the 
latter part of the troubled Thoughts from within 
were at work, there came into my Mind full and 
clear, as if one had ſpoke to me this affirmisg 
Queſtion, viz. 1s not Chrift yours ? and me thoughts 
It alſo ſaid, Look about you, (for I was in my mind 
looking about'me before, to ſee the Happineſs of 
others) and ſee who can ſay ſo, meaning that Chriſt 
15 theirs; can one 1n a great mapy thouſands do 
you think? and as much as to ſay, Why? one 
would think this were Happineſs enough, and would 
be Share enough in the it'orld, if you had no more to 
make you Contexted, and as Happy as other People; 
and me thought my Heart or Soul ſaid, True, thas 
7s true indeed; but I bad not conſidered it. 

s6. And fo I went on my way much refreſhed 
| at the Remembeance of my Knowledge,that Chrift 
was mine, being a great Happineſs and Enjoy- 
ment, and ſo eſteemed my ſelf in a better Condi- 
tion than thoſe juſt before I counted in a yery 
good Condition, and the beſt. | 

$7. This refreſhing Comfort, tho' it came with 
a Queſtion, yet the Queſhon carried an Afﬀtirmati- 
on with it, and was, as it were, a Reproof to me, 
I knowing before,by evident and undeniable Light 
revealed, that Chrift was mine 3 and the Remem- 
brance of this kind Queſtion of Chriſt, as. I way 
call it, doth come often in my Mind, as doth my 
other Experiences and Comforts, and enables me 
againſt doubting and queſtioning Temptations. 
b A  =4, D ; 58, When 
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- 39; When the Petſ@vution begart 183.4; Tikmy 
Chamber ſtated theQueſtiva —— whether 
18 was tot thy Liberty to go'to Church, - rather thin 
loofe my Goods ?(for Fdid' rot think*i0 every: Bu- 
dys Liberfy,) 'ati#{>-F gave my + feIPE # ſufficient 
Argument, as Fthought, having altcady fuleved 
_ for Cotifcience ſake; wpon which 'T-donclides; 
that it was my Liberty-t© ayes Church, Afocaled) 
and rife from- my Seat” fatisfied, but ir ety 
I:felt2 violent Turk or Change in niy-Mind; that 
I thought I cold have ſtood to be RIN'&, rather 
than have- gone. Several Particutits There omits 
591 Sometimes iff the Perfecativni time" Faſed 
to hear. Mr. Myore,* (hat Church were form&P 4p 
:Hts arid ſome Congregation } and Mewoalt often; 
in his Sermon, affert-EleHion, vc. forfar beyend 
my Underſtanding; that T have oftef bech inthe 
mfrnd to rife'and'go out: of the Mectirſgy bit be 
ing loth to-give Offette; (the Mectifg Hot being: 
crouded) I kept my Seat with #gteat deaF of ait- 
- mers and” fo Fievitigued beartfig” my Bur- 


60. -And when the Perſecutton grew very hot; 
that'great Meetings wete alf ſcattcred and! divi- 
ded/1n ptivate,l propefed;forTranfeieant Commits 
nton, «with Mr. -A#f99re, and i erder to ny &Ad- 
mittance, I diſcourfet him, and faid; Pranner be- 
lieve EleHion in that ervon ſenſe as many ds affirnt it 
to be before the Foundation of the World, yet I do be- 
lieve God hath a Peopte be will certahnly Swue, and 
nothing ſhall hinder 5 and I- believe my ſelf elefed, 
but- whether I was ſo before the Fondation of the 
World or no, I camnot ſays He was content, atid to 
be ſhort, I was admitted. 

6r. The reafon of my then mentionMg this 
Point, was partly to be barefac'd to them, and: 
partly to clear my {cif from Frecwill, for I rec- 
D' 4 koned 
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koned Mr. Moore counted the People I belonged to 


were Freewillers, and ſo might ſuſpe& me. 
62, In this time of Perſecution I heard that Mr. 


Bunyan came to London ſometimes, and Preach'd, 
and becauſe; of his -Fame, and I, having read ſome, 


of his Books, I had. a mind to. hear him, and ac- 
cordingly Ldid at Mr. Moare's: Mecting in a private 
Houſe, and his Text was, -Fbe Fears of the Wicked 
ſhallcome upon him,but the Deſires of the Righteous ſhall 
be granted ; but I was offended at the Text,becauſe 
not a New Teftament one, (for then I was very jea- 
Jous of being cheated by Mens. Sophiſticating of 
Scripture, to ſerve. their Turn or Opinion, IL be- 


Ing then oP come into New Teſtament Light, in- 


od, and the Promiſes, having. had 


. % % 


the Love of 


en 
ing for Favour in the Old Teftament_) but Mr,;Bun- 
yan went on and Preached ſo New Teſtament-like, 
that he made me admire ang. weep for Joy, and 
give him my Aﬀetions. +>. 

63- And he was the firſt Man that ever I heard 
Preach to my new enlightened Underſtanding and 
Experience, for me thoughts all his Sermons were 
adapted to my Condition, and. had apt Similis» 
tudes, being full of the Love of God, and the 
- manner of its ſecret_ working upon the Sou], and 
of the Sou] under the ſenſe of it;- that I could 
weep for Joy moſt part of his Sermons; and fo by 
a Letter I introduced my ſelf into his Acquain- 
tance; and indeed I have not fince met with a 
Man I have lik'd ſo well, for ſeveral Reaſons : I 
was 2cquainted with him but about threeYears be- 
fore he Died, and then miſs'd him ſorely. 

64. This Perſecution lay upon me till I owed the 
Pingby that Law, foryteen ſcore Pounds, at 20. a 
Honth,and thenK. Fames'sProclamation paid it all, 

' 65. After my Aſfurance I had many Thoughts 
and counter Thoughts concerning E __ 
ER Ee © . 
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el ough for the preſent of the Hiſtorical, and do» 
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Fore-Appointment, and at length believed eternal 
perſonal Ele&ion, Wc. and then T was affaulted by: 
a Temptation, to queſtion God's diſpoſing. of all 
ARions and Things according to an eternal De- : 
Cree, viz © FE 
66. I was Fravelling to 2 Fair, and about the * 
middle of a Ficid,35 Miles off of London, I ſaw a . 
kind of a Bug«crauling acroſs my Path, and imme- 
diately there ftarted into my mind, did God, do : 
you think, from before the Foundation of theWorld 
decree or Fore-appoint that this' little creeping 
Creature: and I- ſhould meet' in this place at this : 
time, or that I ſhould come trom London to meet 7 
thjs thus? And the Caſe is the ſame of every little-! 
thing I meet with/or ſee now, and ſo of every bo- i 
dy elſe, and of every thing, and at all times. #4 
_ 67. And I ſtogd till to confider of it, and? 
thought it a hard Queſtion, and how to give. 25 
compleat anſwer, I did not know, --** 5220M 
. 68. Bat I thought with my ſelf, that tho'T can- 
not comprehend it, to tell the manner how. GodY 
decreed it ſhould come to paſs, yet it':may hel 
true, for God:and his Attributes are infinite bes 7 
yond me, and. ſo.,is his Underſtanding beyond : 
mine, 1o he may underſtand it, tho'.1 do not, 
69. 'Beſtdes, there might be a way that God; 
did decree this coming to paſs, by Events, or as 
the event of what he had decrecd of greater cons * 
ſequences; and ſo I waved the further arguing of 1 
the thing, concluding, that tho' I cannot ſo clear- ' 
ly prove Fore-appointment in theſe little things, - 
yet that doth not hinder the Proof of Fore-ap- 
pointment concerning the Salvation or Damnation 
af the Soul, for that is a Bufineſs of the higheſt 
nature, of the greateſt conſequence, and which 
Girriſt came from Heayen about, and the Scrip- 
fures declare. 
wp, | _ 
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70. I remember,” "I being. under the ſenſe of” 
the Excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, my cofftant Prayer © 
was to ſee more of his Excelfencies, and I expe: 

' toſce them in the way,as it were,of being taken up - 
inRaptures of Joy,or of theNature of Paul's in the” 
Third Heavens, but God was pleaſed to lead me 
another way, even to ſuffer the Cortuptions of 
iy Nature, ſo to-work and abound'in' me, that I 
could fee my felf nothing but a heap of Sin, from 
whence if I were'to judgeI conld-have-no hopes of 
Szlvation, my Nature being ſo cofitrary to the 
Nature of God: 3 and then was my Faith ſet to 
work or in exerciſe; for then, more than ever 
before, .did I admire the Wiſdom of God, in find- 
ing out fuch a compleat way of Salvation, by the 
Righteouſneſs of another, 'who was always: at his 
Right Hand, ſo' that God could thereby be a re- 
canctled Father, and continue his Fatherly love, 
notwithſtanding the Sinfulneſs of his Children, 

71. ASI was ſtanding at ry Shop Door one 
Evecning,there came'a' poor Man and begged, and 
I fuppoſed, by his Behaviour, that he'was Drunk, 
but 1 did not perceive he was either Lame or Sick, 
ner Ancient, but only of a' Dtunken'iccuſtomed/ 
manner Begged; and he ha@ the*Nane of God” 
and Chriſt very often in his Mouth, and as I rec- 
koned prophanely, becauſe his appearance ſhewed 
him rather a lazy, drunken,” inipudent Beggar, 
than neceffitated 3 however, he' Begged for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake, to give him ſomething, a Far- 
thing I think it was. But for the foremention'd 
Fhoughts I had of him, T would not give him a- 
ny thing, tho' he had for Jeſus and Chriſt his ſake 
very oc in his Mouth, which alſo the more of- 
fended me, for ſo prophanely ufing that Sacred 
Name to his drunken ends, and to deceive Peo- 

- Ple with, as 1 then thought, 


72, But, 
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72. But, however, when he.was gohe, and m2- 
ny Weeks after, I was very much troubled: that f 
would.not give him 2 Farthing that begged for 
Jefus Chrift his ſake, when God had Merey on 
me, and pardoned my Sins, when I begsed of hin 
to &> it for Jefus Chrift his fake; me thonghts 
there ſeemed in me an Unnaturalne(s, a Drfinge- 
nuity, 2 want of doing as I would be done by, and 
was done by, to aſtoniſhment. 

72. And for my help apainft theſe Troubles, f 
confidered, that tho' thofe Expreſfions were pro- 
phanely and wickedly ſpoken, as I thought, yet 
if it were to do again, EI would give, toprevent 
my- Trouble of Mind. x 

74. April 1588, a very Religious Young Man, 
(of the Church of Enzirnd, and I hope a Chriſti- 
an, but not wholly taken off the Notions of his own 
Righteouſneſs or his dependance on the Deeds of 
the Law, together with Jefas Chriit for Salvation 
1n diſcourſe ef things, he was ſpeaking of Sclf- 
denial and Mortification, and the Excellency 
thereof, . in order to pleaſe God for Salvation, ta 
winicly I added a ſhort Relation of my Prayer, when 
I threw my Soul before the Throne of God for 
Mercy, only for Chrifts fake, and had the Par- 
don of my Sins; I ſay I added this by way of A- 
mendment and Excellency, to fhew the right, and 
compleat, and higheſt pitch of Self-denial, with- 
out which all other is ineffeftual; and I fard, 
Here's Self-denial of the right fort or kind ! here's a 
Soul left wholly to the Pleaſure of God, to ſave his 
own way, and that's by Feſus Chrift, and not by any 
thing þ had of my own Performances to plead or ſave 
tt by. 

75. Some Years after my Afﬀurance, I have 
had very often 2 great ſenſe upon my Soul of my 
Sinfulneſs, and of the Excellency of Feſas Chrith, _ 
and the admirable Wiſdom of God, as well _ his 
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Love, in finding out ſuch a way, ſuch an excel- 
lent, compleat, aſtoniſhing way, to continue his 
pardoning Grace to ſinful Creatures. 

76. When I have ſinned by Imperfetions and 
wrong Thoughts, and by ſtrong Corruptions of 
Nature, or as the Apoſtle ſaith, by a Law in my 
Members, warring againſt the Law in wy Mind, 
then I have ſeen, or have had ſtrong Apprehenſi- 
ons of the Work of Jeſus Chriſt, the Excellency 
of his fulneſs of Satisfation or Reconciliation with 
God the Father, that there 1s no room to doubt 
of God's pardoning of Sin, no room to queſtion 
his continuing our Father, our loving reconciled 
Father, notwithſtanding our daily Infirmities and 
Sin of Imperfe&on. 

77. For asI have thenalſo thought, if God had 
made the way to Heaven, by Man's doing or per- 
fe doing of but one thing in all his Life, and left 
Man to himſelf, to take care of the Performance, 
how improbable or uncertain would Man's Salvati- 
on be, becauſe of the many Cheats in the World 
about Religion, and alſo Man's want -of perfe& 
Underſtanding he wou!d be no more ſure of Salya- 
tion than 4dam was of ſtanding in his Innocen- 
c>, which we ſee he was no ſooner tempted, but 
fell. | x 

78. But this excellent way of Salvation by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, ſecures the Salvation of a Perſon in the 
hands of God and Chriſt, ſo that there is no dan- 
ger of him that 1s to be Saved, ever miſcarrying; 
God gives the Soul to Chriſt, -and Chriſt ſaith, 4 
that the Father hath given me ſhall come to me, and 
no Man taketh my Sheep out of my hand: They are 
bought with a Price, even the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, who by one offering perteRted for ever 
thoſe that are Sanftifted, that they might be with 
him, ard behold his Glory, 


79. March 
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79. March 1686, as I was reading Mr. Bunyan's 
Book, Saved by Grace, I thought certainly this is 
the beſt Book that was ever writ or I read, except 
the Bible, and then Iremembred I had received a 
great deal of Comfort in all of his Books. 

80. Some time after my Afurance, and being 
under the Senſe of the peculiar Love of God, it 
came into my mind, as I was upon my Stair-head, 
what Work I ſhould do for God, and about the 
middle of the Stairs, I reckoned, that to Sell 
Books was the beſt I could do, and bythat time 
I came to eth bottom,I concluded to Sell Mr.Bun- 
yan's, and ſoI began toSell Books, and have Sold 
about 3000 of Mr. Bunyan's, and alſo have been 
concerned in Printing the following Books, wit. * 


The Works of Mr. John Bunyan, in Folio. 
The Sufficiency of the Spirits Teaching, by S. How. 
The Reaſon why not Infant-Sprinkling, by C. Doe. 
The Lynn-Perſecution of. J. Marham. 
Eod's Reconciliation; &c. by H. Denne, 
The Free Juſtification of a Sinner, by W. Eyre, 
A few Lines touching Baptiſm, by Mat. Fenn. 
The Heavenly Foot-Man, by John Bunyan. 
A Colledtion of Experiences, by C. Doe. 

| With ſeveral other things. 


I had alſo ſome thoughts to have'added many 
Reaſons why I could not return or become a Mem-: 
ber of the Church of England, but I forbear ſtand- 
ing any farther thus in Print, and have omited a» 
| bout 12 years late Experiences. BE: 

Thus I (Silly I, Impotent I, Surrounded 1) 
have told in Print many of the ſecret things of my 
Soul, tho' ſome other Chriſtians, from whom LI 
expected Aſliſtagce, have more Wit, if not Grace, 
than to thus expoſe themſelves, for the Comfort 
of others, and to attribute the Converfion of 
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a Sinner, to only the Work of the Omnipotent 

irit : And tho' it is not now with me as ſome = | | 
times it hath been, having often unaccoutritable 
Perplexities of Miad , Thoughts and Counters 
Thoughts, for why, I know not, yet I queſtion 
not my Safety, for I am ſatisfied that the Lord 
would not have Jon* theſe (and more) great things 
for me, if he had be:n minded to have caſt me a- 
way : And methinks I am comforted when I hear. 
Folks tell what the Lord hath done for them, ra- 
ther than what they have done for themſelves or 
for the Lord, far 1 have not to boaſt of, but of In- 
firmities, ard have often had cauſe to ſay as old 
Iſrael did, The Angel that hath preſerved me all my 


Life long. 
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Some ſafe Rules in Chriſtianity. 
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T. B Elieve no point of Dofrine barely, becauſe 
this -or* that-good Man faith it, except 
. Prophets and Apoſtles, who by Commiſſion bare- 
{f « Jy afferts. 
1% I. Take no point of Do@rine for Divinity, 
but what is more than natural, or is revealed. - 
* HI. Take no potht of Diſcipline for Charch Or- 
der, but what yor find Precept or Example for in 
the New Teſtament, Diftinguiſh between Church 
Order and Civit Order. 
_ Tv. TakenoConverſation to be good, but what 
15 agreeing with the Moral Law. 
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-| - 4nd greording to theſe Rules 
, Conſider, : 


V. That if thy Soul be loſt by following this or 
that good Man,that will be no SatisfaQion to thee. 


-- "VI. That if thou thinkeſft that this or that 'w 
of Worſhip is ſo good, that it muſt needs ploate 
Gad, yet Nil it remains a Queſtion, as at firſt, 
whether or no-it doth indeed pleaſe God, except 
.you have his word for it in the New Teftament, for 
God will accept nothing in his Worſhip, but what 

- he hath appointed, Obedience is betterthan Sacti- 
fice, tho' really inſtituted Worſhip. 1 Sam. 15. 
32» Ez” 

. VIE. Let thy Deſigns in Religion beBoundedPF 

Chriſt, make him the Centre and Circumference, 
that he may have the Preheminence above all 
Men, nay, even of thy ſelf too; for Chriſt is the 
Wiſdom of God, that made and upholds all 
things, and will have no Man for a Partner ( no 
not for a Particle ) in his Work of Saving Sin- 

.Ners. ; 


T have lived long enough in the World to 
ſee many a- good Cauſe ſplit upon the Rocks of, 
Effe# before the Cauſe, Peace before Truth, 
Humane Honour before Godly Fear. 

E, And therefore my Advice is, that all Per- 
ſons that would, not be cheated, and would do 
--. their Duty, do always obſerve : 


| * T. In order to underſtand the chief Points of , 
{ © Scripture, find out Cauſe aud Effe, and be ſure 
{= zyou put the Cauſe firſt, 
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e Old: Teſtament uch- _ It; as 
maid, * Hager ;- oC Iu 
area Mover, peoyemaſot Grace, | 

 Sub-ſcrvient Covenant of Works, and 
ferfiand Goſpel from Law, Anti-T ee 


i Thee, and underſtand Fropheties and 


k-+5 
C323L Tn point: of Duty abt: Diſciptise, be ſure” 
& — always prefer Truth beforePeace, unicels you |: 
uld have Peace! thruſt Truth 6ut' of the World *| 1 
- andChurch, :and-ſo have a'peaceable untrue Reti- - 
: gion 3. majority of-Votes is {c]1dom/#friend tothe 
Sell: -But'be fure' you ate-rioÞin* this: point | 
+ Pe "SaFconceieg , Whitſicat'nor Spirith= 
ly Proud. 
| vel As it ys our Duty to Fear God & Honowr 
» ...» the King, ſo be ſurc always Fear” God before you 
: Hl - Honour the King or lefs Men, leaſt the Honouf df 
the King” proves E Conterwpt of” the Fear of. 


| God. 
\C, Doe, 
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Jage 14. Lane 22; for fir read from UE 
"TRI 23. Line 8. for m_ read Walls4 © 


1 cano? ſay thatevery Relation is placedin its : 
Tight order of Time. 


